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(Concluded from page 214.) 


III. Tere is a union in the souls of believers between fear 
and love: love without fear would become secure, and fear 
without love would be slavish. Love is the dearest companion 
of filial fear: there is nothing more fearful than genuine love, 
and nothing more loving than a filial fear. These two graces 
sweetly draw the soul to God. Love is the grace that unites 
the soul to God, and fear keeps it from departing from him. “TI 
will put my fear in their hearts,” saith the Lord, “that they may 
not depart from me.” It is observable that these two graces 
have the same promises made to them. “He will fulfil the de- 
sire of them that fear him ; he also will hear their cry, and will 
help them. The Lord preserveth them that love him.” Ps. cxlv, 
19,20. Thus we find these two graces embracing and support- 
ing each other, and it seems the Christian character cannot be 
complete without them. 

An objection to this doctrine has been brought from the epis- 
tle of St. John, i, 4, 18. “There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casteth out fear, because fear hath torment: he that fear- 
eth is not made perfect in love.” If we understand this passage 
of Scripture in the way St. John intended it to be understood, 
we shall see that it does not contradict the foregoing doctrine. 
This fear which objectors suppose to be irreconcilable with love, 
is not a fear of the judgments of God, but of persecution or suf- 
fering which leads to distrust God; but when the love, which 
this text speaks of, is perfected, it conquers the fear of death 
and hell, though the happy possessor of religion is brought to 
the stake for Christ. In this way Tertullian, of old, understood 
and explained this passage: his words are, ‘“ What fear can be 
understood here, but the author of our denial of Christ? What 
perfect love are we to understand here, but that which puts all 
slavish or sinful fear to flight, and animates a confession of Christ 
in the face of a persecuting world?” Several reasons might he 
given to confirm Tertullian’s explanation. The first I would 
draw from that expression in the 17th verse, ‘“‘ Herein is our love 
made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment ;” 
which I would read thus: Herein is our love made perfect and 
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judgment, when we are arraigned before princes for the cause of 
Christ. Secondly, I would view the similitude which is made 
between Christ and us, “‘ Because as he is, so are we in this 
world.” As Jesus Christ, while upon earth, laid down his life 
to seal the truth, so while we are in this world, upon the call of 
God’s providence, we should Jay down our lives for the confes- 
sion of the same blessed truth, willingly and unhesitatingly. 
Thirdly, it is said in the 18th verse, “He that feareth is not 
made perfect in love.” The apostle saith, fear hath torment. 
But it is said of Christ, Heb. ii, 15, that he came to “deliver them 
who, through fear of death, were all their life time subject to 
bondage.” Where there is the fear of death there cannot be 
the perfect love of Christ; for a person who is a coward in reli- 
gion is nigh apostasy. That person who is afraid of death when 
he is called to suffer, even to the loss of his life, is in danger of 
denying Christ and becoming an apostate: but when this per- 
fect love of Christ reigns and triumphs, it is stronger than death 
and the grave. However formidable death and the grave may 
appear, yet this perfect love of God will enable the believing soul 
cheerfully tosubmit. Itis no time to distrust our gracious bene- 
factor when we are called to suffer for his name, and in his cause. 
If this interpretation should appear novel, or should any one 
think it not Scriptural, he may substantiate the truth of my doc- 
trine in this way. A slavish fear of God as a judge, or to doubt 
his favour and protection, is incompatible with perfect love, for 
perfect love casteth out all such fear: but, I doubt not but the 
ether explanation is the primary meaning of the Spirit. Those 
who are only babes in Christ, may, and frequently do, doubt 
their adoption ; and those who are deeply experienced in the 
ways and love of God, may frequently doubt their standing, 
though at other times their evidence may be clear. St. Peter 
saith, 2 Peter v, 10, ‘“‘ Make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, 
settle you.” I have been acquainted with some who were not 
only established, but strengthened, settled in this deep work of 
grace, and have the abiding evidence, not only of their adoption, 
but also of St. John’s perfect love which casteth out fear. As 
this love increaseth, so doth a holy reverence for God, and a 
holy filiat fear of offending him. This person saith, I cannot 
stand a moment without Christ, for I am dependant upon him 
for my being and well-being. In his light I see light, and by his 
power I am kept to the day of redemption; for I have no work, 
or merit, but in and from Jesus Christ. I am in a state of pro- 
bation, and dare not say it is impossible for me to fall away and 
be lost, but I stand by faith in the Son of God, and believe his 
power sufficient to keep me to that day; and I have no doubt 
but he will do it, for he is my wisdom, righteousness, sanctifi- 
cation, and redemption. The filial, loving, hoping eye of faith, 
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should be continually fixed.on Jesus, as our all, and in all. God’s 
holy children have nothing to do with slavish or distrustful. fear. 
Jesus is always ready to do his faithful children good ; and when 
we see nothing but vileness and imperfection in ourselves, we 
must look up and see a fulness in Jesus, and claim all the pro- 
mises, for in him they are yea and amen. — 

While filial fear sweetly unites with perfect love, let us go on, 
till faith is lost in sight, hope in enjoyment, and when perfect 
love will reign and sing with Christ in heaven for ever. 

IV. The union of fear and joy in the souls of believers. This 
may seem to be a mystery to the carnal mind; yet it is one part 
of the mystery of godliness which grace teacheth us, and a holy 
soul is instructed in. Hence it is said in Scripture, that they 
did rejoice in God’s goodness, and yet they feared his goodness. 
In Acts ix, 31, we read, “‘ Then had the churches rest through- 
out all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, and were edified ; and 
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, were multiplied.” . Neh. xii, 43, “ Also that day they 
offered great sacrifices and rejoiced ; for God had made them 
rejoice with great joy : the wives also and the children rejoiced, 
so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off.” A great 
variety of passages of Scripture might be brought to show the 
union of these graces. Under two particulars this part of the 
subject may be explained. 

1. Fear qualifies joy. 

2. This joy characterizes and evidences our fear to be of the 
right kind. 

1. This fear of God qualifies our joy. Were we to separate 
fear from joy, would it not become light and vain? and were 
we to abstract joy from fear, would not fear become slavish ? 
David saith, Psalms ii, 11, ‘«“Serve the Lord with fear, and re- 
joice with trembling.” Christians experience a sweet contem- 
poration of these graces, holy fear, and pure joy. The soul is 
the most noble part of man; for his Creator has blessed him 
with rational powers and affections, and he will be culpable if 
those precious gifts are not employed properly. All our feelings 
and exercises should be regulated by the word and Spirit of God. 

Religion, we grant, cannot be fully comprehended by reason ; 
yet we dare venture to affirm that no part of it is compatible 
with reason. In order to a right government of our passions, 
we should call into action every power of the soul, and from the 
help afforded we shall be able to try the spirits, and reject the 
evil and cleave tothe good. I would not be understood to dis- 
card feelings, for that would indicate ignorance and impiety ; 
‘but we should have the passions under proper regulations, and 
that which is purely spiritual should always take the. lead, and 
be it remembered that that joy or ecstacy, flowing from the pure 
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Spirit, has with ic an awful reverence of the omniscience and 
purity of Deity, in whose presence we are every moment, and 
from whom we derive all our blessings. 

As there are different kinds of joy, so they spring from differ- 
ent sources: one kind is of a carnal or animal nature altogether, 
and has no object in view higher or beyond this world. And if 
that part which is merely animal obtains the ascendency over 
the good, we are in danger of leaving the Word and the Spirit, 
and running into extremes, the fruits of which will be death in 
the soul. I do not wish, in this place, to descend to particulars, 
but this much I will say, that moment we cease to take the Spi- 
rit for our guide, and the Word for our rule, we are in danger of 
running into error. Joy that is purely spiritual rises vastly 
higher than carnal joy, or that of a mixed nature. It is deep, 
it is pure, and it is durable ; every string is equally and divinely 
touched, and every power and affection of the soul sweetly har- 
monizes in this glorious work. Let us view Isaiah in his ecstatic 
vision, chap. vi, “I am aman of unclean lips,” &c. “Ihave seen 
the Lord of hosts,’ &c. The discovery he had of the purity 
and transcendent glory of his Maker, threw him prostrate, hum- 
ble at his feet ; and he was filled with wonder and adoration. It 
is in the light of Jehovah we see: light ; and when we have this 
holy fear of God we sink as nothing in our own sight, and can 
truly rejoice in God our Saviour. St. John had a glorious 
view of Jesus Christ, Rev. i, 16, 17, ‘‘ His voice as the sound of 
many waters. He had in his right hand seven stars ; and out of 
his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword ; and his countenance 
was as the sun shining in his strength; and when I saw him I 
fell at his feet as dead.” The prophet Daniel had a glorious 
view of the blessed Jesus, chap. x, 5, 6, “Then I lifted up mine 
eyes and looked, and behold a certain man clothed in linen, 
whose loins were girded with fine gold of Uphaz: his body also 
was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning ; 
and his eyes as lamps of fire ; and his arms and his feet like in 
colour to polished brass; and the voice of his words like the 
voice of a multitude,” &c. Under a view of so glorious a per- 
sonage, Daniel saith in verse 8, “There remained no strength 
in me, for my comeliness was turned into corruption, and I 
retained no strength.” Moses and Elijah had glorious discove- 
ries made to them; and the disciples, at the transfiguration of 
Christ, said, “ It is good for us to be here ;” and they desired to 
remain in that blessed place. If a glimpse of the beatific vision 
thus enraptures the soul, how must we feel when we are all spirit, 
and capacitated to dwell in the effulgent beams of Jehovah. In 
every instance we discover the holy fear of God qualifying pure 
joy. Whenever we see ungraceful throes or unseemly gestures 
among the people of God, we may be sure the enemy has a hand 
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init. Indeed, when sinners are powerfully, deeply, and suddenly 
awakened, if Satan were to throw or tear them in the midst, 
and they were to roar or foam again, I should not think strange 
of it; but, be it remembered, when Jesus speaks, he says, Peace, 
be still ; and there is a great calm. ' 

Regenerating and sanctifying grace clothes the soul with a 
right mind, and there is peace and joy, and the very countenance 
bespeaks a holy reverence for God. I have frequently seen 
happy Christians so overcome with a sense of the majesty, purity, 
and love of the blessed Jesus, that for a time they have, with St. 
John and the prophet Daniel, sunk into his arms with speech- 
less awe and holy reverence, and have recovered with shouts of 
praise, or solemn words as from eternity ; and there is a grace- 
fulness in the countenance and behaviour that gives testimony 
to the tranquil state of the mind, and a pure love for enemies as 
well as friends. The soul is very happy, when every power, 
and all the affections sweetly harmonize in this heavenly frame ; 
and we clearly discover the holy fear of God regulating or quali- 
fying holy joy. , 

I conceive no mortal on earth can have a full conception of 
angelic strains, or what fulness the saints will enjoy in heaven ; 
for the apostle hath said, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive, what 
God hath laid up for them that love him.” I am unqualified te 
soar so high, but permit me to speak a little more on the occa- 
sion. In heaven, they equally rejoice in and fear God; and 
whilst Christians are on earth in a state of probation, they are 
permitted to aspire after the same heavenly temper. Whilst we 
dwell in houses of clay we can have but a glimpse of the per- 
fections of Deity ; and we see the enjoyments of saints and 
angels in heaven through a glass darkly. In the light of Jehovah 
we discover our vileness and imperfections. By faith we claim 
the Redeemer’s merit, and heaven opens to the believing soul. 
The soul humbled at the feet of mercy, is led to wonder, love, 
and adore the Giver of all good ; and the higher it rises in holi- 
ness, the lower it sinks into the valley of humility and self-abase- 
ment. The soul most kindly and sweetly rejoices in God, when 
it is most filled with an awful admiration of his goodness and 
purity ; for this joy does not contract the heart, as grief or sla- 
vish fear does, but enlargeth it in God’s praise. 

2. This joy characterizes our fear, and gives testimony to its 
being of the right kind. David saith, Psalm cxii, 1, “Blessed is 
the man that feareth the Lord, that delighteth greatly in his com- 
mandments.” Psalm i, 2, “ His delight is in the law of the 
Lord, and in it he meditates day and night.” Sin and pure joy 
cannot dwell together. Innocence, meekness, temperance, pa- 
tience, and self-denial, are the inseparable companions of holv 
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joy. The blessed Jesus saith, «‘ Let your light so shine betore 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven,” Matt. v, 16. The happy Christian gives 
testimony to all around of the real piety of his heart ; for as the 
tree is good, so is the fruit good also. When you view pious 
Christians in their variegated characters, either as husbands, 
wives, parents, children, masters, or servants, you will perceive 
the excellency of the gospel system, as opened and inculcated 
by our Saviour and his apostles, both in precept and example. 
The happy followers of Jesus have a great love for the church 
and its ordinances, and delight in secret and family prayer, in- 
structions and wholesome examples. In all their dealings they 
do as they would be done by. In a word, they do justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with their God. Thus you see this 
holy fear of God, characterizing our joyful possession of reli- 
gion, giving an evidence to all around by piety and works of 
mercy and benevolence, that it is of the right kind. Before such 
a blessed people, deists, hypocrites, and sinners tremble, and 
frequently confess that the power is divine, and are almost per- 
suaded to be Christians. Nothing on earth is so beneficial as 
pure Bible religion, and yet nothing is more slighted and abused ; 
by many it is decried as enthusiasm or frenzy. If you speak of 
inspiration, the knowledge of sins forgiven, the love of God shed 
abroad in the heart, and the enjoyment of the comforts of the 
Holy Ghost, they suppose you are deluded, or that you are bor- 
dering on blasphemy ; for they suppose that there is nothing te 
be attained in religion, beyond what they call a hope, springing 
from a good life, as they term it. The blessed Jesus said to Nico- 
demus, “ Ye must be born again.” St. Paul, speaking of a Chris- 
tian’s faith, saith, “It is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” The Christian’s privilege is to 
have a supernatural evidence in his soul that God, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, has forgiven all his sins and adopted him into 
his family. This doctrine is by no means enthusiastic, for the 
Holy Scriptures abound with these and the like sentiments. 
Lamentable to tell, in many instances the religion of Jesus 
suffers greatly by the bad conduct of some high professors of it. 
Deists, and immoral persons who do not profess religion, carry 
the mark of the beast in their foreheads ; and it is not probable 
they will do as much hurt to the Christian cause as persons under 
a soaring profession, who are impious in heart and immoral in 
life ; for the former are open, while the latter are seeret, ene- 
mies to the cause of truth. The stab which Judas gave the 
Christian cause was more deep and distressing than the cry of 
infidels, « Away with him, crucify him! crueify him!” Sorrow 
has filled my heart when I have called to remembrance the griev- 
ous backslidings and apostasies among professors of religion. 
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especially when their examples have been brought to extenuate 
the crimes of the impious and immoral in modern times. Fre- 
quently when we labour to enforce the necessity of holiness and 
perseverance, the crimes of David, Solomon, Miriam, Peter, and 
othe’, are brought forward, I suppose, to tolerate sin. While 
the door of mercy stands open, a repenting prodigal may return 
and be readmitted to sonship. The language of God is, “Re- 
pent and believe the gospel ;” “ Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved :” but, we ought not to be unrighteous 
because God is righteous, or sin because it is possible to obtain 
apardon. John saith, “1 write unto you little children that ye 
sin not; but if any man sin we have an advocate with the 
Father,” &c. 

The best evidence we can give to those around us of the piety 
of the heart, is maintaining a life answerable to the gospel of our 
blessed Lord. My friend professes to be very happy in religion, 
and sometimes shouts aloud the praises of God. I ask what 
kind of life he lives, and how he governs his temper? He is one 
that adorns his profession in whatever he says and does ; he is 
kind to the poor, and visits the sick ; he can bear contradiction 
with patience and meekness ; he loves the church, and, accord- 
ing to his ability, is ready to every good word and work. He 
strives to promote peace and good order in society. He has a 
particular love for pious people of every denomination ; though 
he is more particularly united to the Christian sect of his choice. 
His mark is holiness, to which he is progressing ; the world is 
beneath his feet, though he is diligent to provide things needful 
for the body ; considering it is more blessed to give than receive. 
His soul is happy, and he loves the life and power of religion, 
and to sit under the pure ministry of the Word. The language 
of his heart is, “* Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon earth I desire beside thee ; for thou art the fairest 
among ten thousand, and altogether lovely.” This is the man 
in whom the graces of the Spirit are united. The happier we 
are in religion, the more we are afraid of doing any thing to 
srieve the blessed Spirit. 

From the foregoing discourse we discover religion marching 
forward in her beautiful attire, with all her attendants sweetly 
and lovingly harmonizing in the work ; and, indeed, Christians 
thus adorned are “terrible as an army with banners.” Before a 
religion thus armed, the sons of night must give way, and con- 
fess its power, beauty, utility, and that its excellence far sur- 
passes the invention of man. Pure faith, united to holy fear, 
looks into the invisible world, plucks ambrosial fruits, fastens the 
soul in strong alliance with Jesus Christ, and gives complete vic- 
tory over sin, death, and hell. 


That part of the Christian armour called hope, united with 
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faith and holy fear, like the sheet anchor, holds the soul stead- 
fast to Jesus, “though Satan enrages the wind and -the tide.” 
Although powerful enemies to the cross of Jesus may arise and 
put on their utmost strength to crush the infant church, yet the 
followers of Jesus, with holy fear, pure faith, and patient, humble, 
hope, will be borne above the world and sin. The perfect love 
of God, that crowning grace, will shine gloriously in the circle 
among the other graces, and will be as burning coals on the 
heads of the wicked, to melt them into tenderness, and to con- 
strain them to say, “‘See how these Christians love one another.” 
Innocent joy will be found in the circle of heavenly graces. 
The countenance bespeaks the happy, peaceful state of the 
mind. Although there is no call for distrustful fear, yet a holy 
reverence for God, and a filial fear of moral defilement, will be 
im union with the other graces, and of infinite use in order to 
perseverance in the divine life. ‘The eye of God, saith the holy 
soul, continually inspects my conduct, and his inflexible justice 
is pointed against sin. TI will strive, saith the honest soul, to 
please my Maker, in all my thoughts, words, and actions, and 
shun every thing dishonourable to my holy profession. The 
more happy and joyful the soul is, the more it detests moral de- 
filement of every kind and degree, and the more it is engaged 
for the depths of holiness. Oh! who would not fall in love with 
such a religion as that taught by the Saviour and his apostles. 
How common it is for carnal people to think that religion 
would deprive them of happiness; but sure I am, the Almighty 
never designed such a thing. This is indeed one of heaven’s 
best gifts, without which the soul will be miserable in time and 
in eternity. Itis about fifty years since I began to read the Holy 
Scriptures, with tears, and a degree of joy, and I can now, in an 
advanced time of life, recommend Jesus to young and old; for 
he is the fairest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. God 
is a good Father, who delights in the happiness of his children. 
View, for a moment, that eternal weight of glory which awaits 
his faithful followers. View, for a moment, the shortness of 
time, and how certain it is that we shall go into another world ! 
View, for a moment, the state of the wicked, and the awful hell 
that awaits them! The sacred word is true which saith, “ The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, with all the nations that forget 
God.” I could shed tears over persons under a slavish fear of 
an offended God, who are unwilling to submit to his government 
on gospel terms. If a pious father chastise his child, it is for 
his good, and he ought to submit and wait for his smiles. The 
sinner has offended against an infinite Father, who, though he 
corrects, waits to show mercy, and it is the sinner’s duty and in- 
terest to submit, and seek to obtain pardon. Do not say God is 
angry, and J am afraid to goto him. Through Jesus Christ he 
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is reconciled. View him coming into the world and suffering for 
us. View him rising triumphantly from the grave, and ascend- 
ing into heaven. View him now interceding with his Father for 
us, when about to expire on the cross, saying, “‘ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” How cruel and hard- 
hearted sinners must be, to sin against so good a God, and for- 
feit all right to the kingdom of heaven. Jesus will come attend- 
ed with holy angels in judgment, to take his children up to glory 
and frown his enemies to hel]. But then shall the sufferings 
of the righteous be over, and all tears shall be wiped from their 
eyes ; when it shall be said, “‘ Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” There we shall be with the prophets and holy apostles, 
and the martyrs, and our dear relations, who died in the faith ; 
but more especially with the infinite God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, where faith will be lost in sight, and hope in enjoyment,—— 
and where pure peace, love, and joy, will eternally reign. 

Oh! my dear friends, my heart is enlarged towards you. I 
want to meet. you in glory. I am an old man, and may soon be 
called away. Oh let us run the heavenly race, that when we 
leave this stage of action, we may meet in that sweet world to 
part no more for ever. Which God of his infinite mercy grant 
for Christ’s sake. Amen. 
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MEMOIR OF THE REV. THOMAS MITCHELL. 


Tuomas MitcuHe.Lt was born December }b6, 1777, of indus- 
trious and religious parents, who taught him the necessity of 
religion from his youth. It was not, however, until he was near 
thirty years of age that he embraced it. About this time he 
attended a quarterlymeeting held in Shelby county, Kentucky, 
near Shelbyville; and on Sunday evening, while the Rev. 
Charles Sherman was preaching a plain, but spiritual and search- 
ing discourse on 1 Cor. xiii, 13, “ And now abideth faith, hope, 
eharity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity ;” the 
Lord applied the word with power to his heart, deeply convin- 
cing him of the necessity of vital religion. With a sorrowful 
soul he returned home to his little family late at night; and now, 
for the first time in his life, collected them together for the pur- 
pose of family worship ; and bowing with them at the throne of 
arors poured out his soul in earnest prayer for himself and 
them. 

His concern was soon discovered by his neighbours, and it 
was manifest to all that he was deeply engaged in seeking the 
salvation of his soul. After a few weeks struggle, “drinking the 
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faith and holy fear, like the sheet anchor, holds the soul stead- 
fast to Jesus, “though Satan enrages the wind and .-the tide.” 
Although powerful enemies to the cross of Jesus may arise and 
ut on their utmost strength to crush the infant church, yet the 
followers of Jesus, with holy fear, pure faith, and patient, humble, 
hope, will be borne above the world and sin. The perfect love 
of God, that crowning grace, will shine gloriously in the circle 
among the other graces, and will be as burning coals on the 
heads of the wicked, to melt them into tenderness, and to con- 
strain them to say, ‘‘See how these Christians love one another.” 
Innocent joy will be found in the circle of heavenly graces. 
The countenance bespeaks the happy, peaceful state of the 
mind. Although there is no call for distrustful fear, yet a holy 
reverence for God, and a filial! fear of moral defilement, will be 
in union with the other graces, and of infinite use in order to 
perseverance in the divine life. The eye of God, saith the holy 
soul, continually inspects my conduct, and his inflexible justice 
is pointed against sin. I will strive, saith the honest soul, to 
please my Maker, in all my thoughts, words, and actions, and 
shun every thing dishonourable to my holy profession. The 
more happy and joyful the soul is, the more it detests moral de- 
filement of every kind and degree, and the more it is engaged 
for the depths of holiness. Oh! who would not fall in love with 
such a religion as that taught by the Saviour and his apostles. 
How common it is for carnal people to think that religion 
would deprive them of happiness; but sure I am, the Almighty 
never designed such a thing. This is indeed one of heaven’s 
best gifts, without which the soul will be miserable in time and 
in eternity. It is about fifty years since I began to read the Holy 
Scriptures, with tears, and a degree of joy, and I can now, in an 
advanced time of life, reeommend Jesus to young and old; for 
he is the fairest among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. God 
is a good Father, who delights in the happiness of his children. 
View, for a moment, that eternal weight of glory which awaits 
his faithful followers. View, for a moment, the shortness of 
time, and how certain it is that we shall go into another world ! 
View, for a moment, the state of the wicked, and the awful hell 
that awaits them! The sacred word is true which saith, “‘ The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, with all the nations that forget 
God.” I could shed tears over persons under a slavish fear of 
an offended God, who are unwilling to submit to his government 
on gospel terms. If a pious father chastise his child, it is for 
his good, and he ought to submit and wait for his smiles. The 
sinner has offended against an infinite Father, who, though he 
corrects, waits to show mercy, and it is the sinner’s duty and in- 
terest to submit, and seek to obtain pardon. Do not say God is 
angry, and J am afraid to goto him. Through Jesus Christ he 
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is reconciled. View him coming into the world and suffering for 
us. View him rising triumphantly from the grave, and ascend- 
ing into heaven. View him now interceding with his Father for 
us, when about to expire on the cross, saying, “‘ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” How cruel and hard- 
hearted sinners must be, to sin against so good a God, and for- 
feit all right to the kingdom of heaven. Jesus will come attend- 
ed with holy angels in judgment, to take his children up to glory 
and frown his enemies to hel]. But then shall the sufferings 
of the righteous be over, and all tears shall be wiped from their 
eyes ; when it shall be said, ‘“ Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” There we shall be with the prophets and holy apostles, 
and the martyrs, and our dear relations, who died in the faith ; 
but more especially with the infinite God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, where faith will be lost in sight, and hope in enjoyment,—— 
and where pure peace, love, and joy, will eternally reign. 

Oh! my dear friends, my heart is enlarged towards you. I 
want to meet. you in glory. I am an old man, and may soon be 
ealled away. Qh let us run the heavenly race, that when we 
leave this stage of action, we may meet in that sweet world to 
part no more for ever. Which God of his infinite mercy grant 
for Christ’s sake. Amen. 








BIOGRAPHY. 


—~<>——- 
MEMOIR OF THE REV. THOMAS MITCHELL. 


Tsaomas MitcHe.Lt was born December 16, 1777, of indus- 
trious and religious parents, who taught him the necessity of 
religion from his youth. It was not, however, until he was near 
thirty years of age that he embraced it. About this time he 
attended a quarterlymeeting held in Shelby county, Kentucky, 
near Shelbyville; and on Sunday evening, while the Rev. 
Charles Sherman was preaching a plain, but spiritual and search- 
ing discourse on 1 Cor. xiii, 13, « And now abideth faith, hope, 
eharity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity ;” the 
Lord applied the word with power to his heart, deeply convin- 
cing him of the necessity of vital religion. With a sorrowful 
soul he returned home to his little family late at night; and now, 
for the first time in his life, collected them together for the pur- 
pose of family worship ; and bowing with them at the throne of 
— poured out his soul in earnest prayer for himself and 
them. 

His concern was soon discovered by his neighbours, and it 
was manifest to all that he was deeply engaged in seeking the 
salvation of his soul. After a few weeks struggle, “drinking the 
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bitter cup, the wormwood and the gall,” it pleased the Lord to 
set his soul at liberty from that condemnation under which he 
had groaned, being burdened. 

At first his evidence was not so clear as he desired ; but a few 
days afterwards, while his brethren at a prayermeeting were 
singing 

‘‘ Nothing but sin I thee can give, 
Nothing but love shall I receive ;” 
his soul was so filled and overpowered with the love of Ged, that 
all his doubts were banished, and his fears removed, and he 
enabled to “rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 

From this time, his steadiness and deep piety were such as 
soon attracted the notice of his brethren, and he was, in a short 
time, appointed leader of a class. But such was the ardour of 
his soul, that he was not long satisfied with labouring for the 
good only of his brethren; his enlarged heart embraced the 
world: and while he beheld them lying in the arms of the wick- 
ed one, he could not, with a good conscience, refrain from ex- 
horting them to flee from the wrath to come. These labours of 
love were not in vain: the society in his neighbourhood was 
revived and comforted, and many of his acquaintances were con- 
verted to God. He now began to think seriously of his call to 
the ministry, and a host of discouragements at once presented 
themselves to prevent him from entering upon and prosecuting 
this great work. His education was small, having spent only @ 
few months at school. He was not naturally eloquent, but was 
like Moses, “of a slow tongue.” The evidence of his call to 
the ministry was not entirely satisfactory. 

Thus was his mind greatly perplexed for nearly two years, 
during which period he laboured much, and with but little liberty 
or success. At length it pleased the Almighty to give him such 
assurances of his call to the great work of calling sinners to 
repentance, as excluded all doubt. From this time he preached 
like another man; his heart was filled, and his heart fired his 
tongue ; he spake with liberty and with power. It was now 
that the fruit of his labours began to be more visible ; and many 
will, no doubt, bless God in the great day of eternity that they 
ever heard his voice. Many are the seals of his ministry yet 
living, while some have gone to their everlasting reward. His 
diligence in preaching the gospel of peace to a dying world, has 
seldom been excelled by any in like circumstances. It was not 
at all uncommon for him to ride thirty or forty miles and preach 
twice. His usual custom was to enter those neighbourhoods 
which were destitute of the gospel, and after gathering a flock 
together, to present it to the travelling preacher of the nearest 
circuit, requesting him to take them under his pastoral care. 
By this means many who might have continued in darkness, and 
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im spiritual death, have heard the joyful sound of the gospel, and 
now walk in the light of the Lord’s countenance. 

He seemed ever to be established in the doctrines of our 
church, and ably and firmly defended them wherever he went. 
And he was not satisfied with having instructed his hearers in 
the theory only of religion, he must behold them happy in the 
experimental knowledge of God likewise: hence, it was not 
uncommon for him, after he had concluded his discourses, and 
prayed with the congregation, to break out afresh in the most 
zealous exhortations, and with all the earnestness of a soul filled 
with concern for their eternal interest, to persuade them to flee 
from the wrath to come. And many were the mstances of 
awakening and renewing grace on those occasions. 

The church was not the only scene of his useful labours ; being 
raised to the magistracy, his neighbours soon witnessed the 
benefit of a faithful officer among them: swearing, sabbath- 
breaking, and drunkenness, though prohibited by law, had at- 
tained to a very great and alarming extent ; but these dared not 
to show their heads in his presence, without drawing on their 
perpetrators the weight of legal punishment ; and, consequently, 
were generally. discontinued, and a reformation of manners was 
the consequence. It was feared that this rigour in executing 
the law against offenders would create enemies, and be in his 
way as a gospel minister; but exactly the contrary was the 
effect ; for those very persons who had suffered the penalty of 
iaw, acknowledged that ‘“ Mitchell had done right,” and became 
his constant friends: so that this also, under God, contributed 
to the furtherance of the gospel of Christ. 

But the most holy and useful minister, the most conscientious 
guard and guide of civil society, must die! Our brother Mit- 
chell had taken a place as chaplain in the American army, in 
our late struggle with the British, where his constitution, though 
naturally strong, received a shock from which it never recover- 
ed. In almost every week he experienced a day of extreme 
headach, which continued to be the case for several years ; 
nor could he find any reliet from medical aid. At length he was 
suddenly taken with a severe fever, which, from its commence- 
ment, threatened his dissolution. At first his mind seemed great- 
ly agitated, not by reason of any consciousness of guilt, but on 
account of his temporal circumstances. At length, resigning his 
family, with all their afflictions and difficulties, into the hands of 
him who doth all things well, he became more composed, and 
was much engaged in prayer; and he seemed to be fortifying 
his mind for the awful conflict which was fast approaching. On 
one evening when his disease seemed to rage, under deep de- 
pression of spirits, he asked. me, if I thought there was any hope 
for him, (having reference. as I supposed, to his recoverv,) | 
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answered, I trusted that the Lord would be gracious to him 
in time and eternity! He immediately blessed the name of the 
Lord : and from that time seemed altogether drawn out in praise 
and thanksgiving. For a drink of water, or the least refresh- 
ment of any kind, he would praise God, and affectionately re- 
turn thanks to his friends. Thus, peaceful and tranquil, patient 
and resigned, teachable, even unto childlike simplicity, and 
with his mouth filled with praise, he passed the remaining mo- 
ments of his swiftly wasting life. How interesting was the 
scene. His friends, filled with concern, standing around, watch- 
ing every motion and every breath, while he approached his 
end.—His end, did I say? His entrance into life! His exit 
out of prison, out of toil! Thus passed the evening, and part 
of the night of September 20, 1818, when the summons came, 
and he rested, no doubt, in the arms of his beloved. “Let me 
die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his.” 


Reader, thou also must die. Make haste and prepare to meet 
thy God. Witiiam Apams. 





MEMOIR OF MRS. BETSY GOODSELL, 


Written by her husband, in a letter to his brother, dated Newburgh, New-York. 
January 22, 1825. 

Dear Brotuer,—I have at sundry times written to you under 
dispensations afflictive, but never when so sensibly touched as 
at the present time. My highly esteemed, pious, and amiable 
Betsy, who in the varied relations of life augmented my happi- 
ness, is no more. 

The valuable opinion you had of her, and the interest you felt 
to recommend her to me as a worthy companion, seem to im- 
pose an obligation to present you-a summary of her religious 
experience, and to set before you the truth, power, and loveli- 
ness of revealed religion, as exemplified in her life. And as you 
were never acquainted with her family, in which she was edu- 
cated, a short account of it may be acceptable, and will show the 
means by which she was early taught the precepts of religion. 

Betsy was born on the 12th of March, 1799. She lost her 
father, Mr. Underhill Merritt, when she was about five years of 
age. Her mother soon after embraced religion and became a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. The change 
effected in her life, by her conversion to God, was witnessed 
generally, but more particularly in her family. She sacrificed 
the pleasures of the world, for the more substantial and rational! 
enjoyment of religion; and the ornaments of dress, for “a meek 
and quiet spirit.” The plainness of her dress, and that of her 
children, was in conformity to the requisition of the gospel. And 
although she was deprived of her consort, and was now provi- 
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dentially called to a variety of cares in superintending the farm, 
and providing for the maintenance of her family, consisting of 
six small children, she was supported and comforted by him 
who said, “Thy Maker is thy husband, the Lord of hosts is his 
name.” 

That she took an interest in the salvation of her neighbours, 
was shown by the means which she employed to bring them to 
partake with her of the blessings of the gospel. Her house has 
long been a sanctuary for the worship of God, and an eligible 
home for the messengers of the gospel. But her greater con- 
cern disclosed itself for the salvation of her children, in the daily 
offering of family prayer for them, and in unwearied diligence in 
forming their minds to the principles of virtue and religion. To 
give their minds a bias to sobriety, and to teach them a religion 
which imposed the duty of self-government, were objects which 
she laboured constantly to effect: and she Jaboured not in vain ; 
for the seeds of religious instruction, which by her hand were 
early sown, under the influence of grace, sprang up, and culti- 
vated by her care, and cherished by her example, came to matu- 
rity. All of her children, in the morning of their life, became 
the subjects of experimental religion. 

Betsy, among the children, was the third subject of salvation. 
She had been afflicted with an affe: tion of the liver for several 
years, during which her mind was naturally led to contemplate 
the close of her life; these reflections led her to investigate the 
moral condition of her heart, which resulted in a conviction that 
she was disqualified “to die in the Lord.” However, her choice 
of a mode of life which would deprive her of the pleasures of the 
world, so eagerly sought for by the young, and which would ex- 
pose her to the “scandal of the cross,” appears finally to have 
resulted from a persuasion that God hath in reserve for his peo- 
ple, “a better and a more enduring substance.” With such 
views, and under such exercises, she, with her friends, repaired 
to the campmeeting held at Croton, some time in the fall of 
1813. There, under a sense of her fallen and corrupt state, and 
of guilt and misery, she laboured industriously in all the means 
of g sce, to be reconciled to God. And so duly sensible was she 
of her perishing need of salvation, that “ sleep departed from her 
eyes, and slumber from her eyelids,” and she even refused to 
take refreshment (although often requested by her mother) until 
she could say, “‘ My Beloved is mine, and I am his.” She sought 
him, but not invain. He lifted upon her “the light of his coun- 
tenance,” and sweetly said, “Go tell thy friends what the Lord 
hath done for thee.” She left the Brooklyn tent, in which she 
had spent the greater part of the meeting, to inform her friends 
what the Lord had done for her. 

Although Betsy’s character was always unimpeached, her con- 
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version forms a new era, as it regards her devotedness to the 
means designed to promote her salvation. Of her profession of 
Christian experience, she gave evidence of its correctness, and 
that her heart was governed by the precepts of the gospel, 
which demand universal obedience. 

The frequent interruption of her health greatly contracted the 
circle in which she moved; not so much so, however, but that 
the sick were favoured with her prayers, and instruction suitable 
to the state of their minds. Many a night, when her health 
would allow, witnessed her vigilant attention in administering to 
their wants. She, influenced by the modesty of youth, mani- 
tested her concern for the salvation of those principally of her 
own age and sex: to them she recommended a religion calcula- 
ted to assuage the grief of the penitent, and to revive the hope of 
the desponding. Many who were the subjects of revivals of 
religion among us will remember the word of exhortation 
coming from a heart feeling for their best interests. 

It is not presumed that Betsy, while she manifested so ardent 
a desire for the salvation of others, was indifferent for her own. 
Her diary evinces with what vigilance she kept her heart, and 
with what vehement desire she sought to retrieve the moral 
“image of God.” I will give you a few extracts : 

‘January 15th, 1815.—My soul pants for the living God.—I desire 
a closer walk with God.—I desire an increase of faith, and to be a 
chiid of God while I live, that I may be his in eternity.” 

‘February 7th.—While I examine my heart before the Lord, 1 
find that my strongest desire is to be for the Lord, and for him only. 
I do most devoutly pray to be a child of God on earth, and an heir of 
him in glory hereafter.” 

Her diary furnishes abundant testimony that the prevalent de- 
sire of her heart was to live religious, as most agreeable to her 
mind, and as a preparatory measure to die triumphantly. And 
where such pious aspirations for the full enjoyment of God are 
manifest, it is evident that the subject is in possession of the fruits 
of the Spirit, viz., “‘ Righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost.” This I have often witnessed, having many times, 
both in the assembly of the saints, and at the domestic altar, 
been partaker with her of the joys of our Lord. But her decla- 
rations will, perhaps, give you additional pleasure. 

‘¢ December, 1815.—I am happy; during this week I have been 
happy. I feel that ineffable glory in my soul which the world never 
knew. Oh! shall J, who am so unworthy, so undeserving, here- 
after enjoy the society of my God, and of holy angels? Oh! what de 
light 1 feel in communion with my God. [ know no suffering too 
severe to endure ; no sacrifice too great to make. The language of 
my heart is, ‘Thy will, oh Lord, be done.’ I look forward to the 
period when my sufferings shall end, and when Jesus shall say. 
* Come up out of tribulation, and sit with me.’ ” 
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None of her hours seem to have passed away idly. Those 
that were not devoted to the avocations of domestic life were 
spent in prayer, and in reading the Holy Scriptures, and other 
works of piety, and of general information. And her research 
for the golden treasure of gospel doctrine, was not labour vainly 
bestowed. She often accompanied her reading with written 
observations, suggested by the subject which she had perused, 
probably for the retention of what she had read, and it is, per- 
haps, for the same reason that she so often committed to paper 
the leading features of religious discourses, after her return from 
public worship. } : 

You will, perhaps, ask whether after our marriage her zeal 
abated, and if she were less devotional. An extract from a let- 
ter which she wrote a few weeks previous to her death, to Miss 
Eliza M. Verplanck, breathes the same spirit of piety which had 
in former life marked her character. 

‘¢]T have,” says she, ‘an impression that I shall never see you again 
on these mortal shores. My health is poor, and I feel that my stay 
on earth is short: but under all my afflictions, both of body and 
mind, I endeavour to be resigned to the wil of him who maketh all 
things work together for good to them that love him. I feel that there 
is nothing like religion to support my mind-in affliction. I have pro- 
ved God to be my faithful and unchangeable friend.” 


And in another place she observes : 


“If this should prove my last letter to you, 1 would say that I have 
an earnest of my heavenly inheritance, and hope to go to the man- 
sion prepared for me, whether it be sooner or later.” 

And in further testimony of her uninterrupted piety, I wish to 
add, as a duty which I owe to departed worth, that by her coun- 
sel I have been encouraged, not only to discharge the duties 
connected with my relation to domestic life, but also to “go into 
the hedges and highways” to call sinners to repentance. 

But an inscrutable providence has removed her from my 
society, and torn her from my arms. [ view it my duty, how- 
ever, to submit to the decision of infinite wisdom, and patiently 
wait the evolution of so trying a dispensation. 

Our union was celebrated on the 14th of August, 1821. Con- 
sequently the period in which I have viewed her as an auxiliary 
in labouring for a heavenly inheritance, as well as an assistant 
im the ordinary avocations of life, does not exceed the limits of 
three years and five months. 


** Oh blindness to the future, kindly given.” 


Far from me was the thought that her flight to the regions 
above would so soon witness, 


“* My lonely condition in life.” 


She, however, informed me repeatedly, that she had a pre- 
sentiment that her “departure was at hand.” I flattered myself 
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that this impression was made by the sudden death of her pious 
and much beloved sister Charlotte Forman, who died on the 
Ath of August last. Betsy, in view of her approaching end, was 
more than ordinarily engaged in prayer: her common business 
was often omitted for the purpose of forming a more intimate 
union with her heavenly Father, and frequently the hour of 
repose was devoted to the same purpose. My entreaty to avail 
herself of 


“Tired nature’s kind restorer, balmy sleep,” 
so necessary and grateful to wearied nature, availed but little : 
she would pleasantly reply, “1 ’ll soon retire.” 

Her illness, the puerperial fever, of which she died, com- 
menced on Monday, the 20th of December last. Its duration 
was short, but very severe. Nevertheless not a murmur esca- 
ped her lips, nor was she tempted to arraign the equity of that 
providence which so severely afflicted her. The involuntary 
groan was often heard during her severe illness, but even then 
she requested, that if it were thought she made too much ado, 
she might be notified. 

During her illness she was calm and collected, nor do I know 
that her confidence was once impaired in her Redeemer. 

On Tuesday, the day previous te her death, we were abandon- 
ed, mostly, of all hope of her recovery. The aid of three medi- 
cal gentlemen of celebrity proved ineffectual, and on the morn- 
ing of the 22d, there were visible signs that the taper of life was 
nearly extinguished. A considerable number of relatives and 
Christian friends prostrated around her bed, and made silent 
prayer for her, that God would abundantly reveal his love to her, 
and render her victorious and triumphant in her departing mo- 
ments. It was done, 


** Virtue owns her friends on this side heaven, 
And points them out to men.” 


We, too, felt the hallowed touch. The deathbed scene afforded 
its joys as well as its sorrows, and was dignified with the pre- 
sence of him who eminently displayed his grace in rendering her 
victorious and triumphant. 

She looked kindly at her friends who stood weeping by her 
bed, and said “ It is not so hard a thing to die as you think it is.” 
She had observed to me the day previous, that she was appre- 
hensive that she should not die shouting. You need not, said I, 
indulge a desire to exult in audible strains : if your mind is happy 
in the possession of unlimited corfidence in your Redeemer, is 
it not all the evidence of his love that either you or I should 
expect in your extreme debility? But now she gave latitude to 
her feelings in vocal praise to God. ‘ Oh glorious hope of per- 
fect love! I shall soon be in heaven! Glory, glory, glory! 
God is love! Be faithful, my dear husband; you will meet your 
trials, but God will afford you grace to endure them. You have 
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always taught me to serve the Lord. Bring up little Charles,” 
four little boy] “in the fear of the Lord. We have had some 
trials and conflicts in the world, but they are not worthy to-be 
compared to the glory of God. Oh! angels, angels, glory, glo- 
ry, victory, victory! Come, Lord Jesus, and cut short the work.” 
We did not interrupt these effusions of her triumphant and de- 
parting spirit, but she continued to utter her thoughts with 
strength that astonished us. “I have endeavoured to serve the 
Lord from my youth, but am sorry that I have been so unfaithful. 
My dear mother will be sorely afflicted, but you” [her children} 
**must endeavour to comfort her. Mother,” said she, “if you 
die next you will meet two of your daughters in heaven.” She 
requested our pastor, the Rev. John D. Moriarty, to sing, but 
so sensibly was he moved with joy and sympathy at the passing 
scene, that he necessarily declined her request. “Brother Mo- 
riarty,” said she, “1 wish you to preach my funeral sermon.” 
To two of her physicians, on approaching her bed, she said, 
‘¢ Doctor Gardner, I expect soon to meet your wife in heaven.” 
(She had recently died very happy.) _ I think you ought to pre- 
pare to meet her, and bring up your little ones in the fear of the 
Lord. Doctor Giduney, | thank you for your faithful and kind 
attention to me during my illness. I hope to meet you ir hea- 
ven.” Perceiving that her strength was nearly exhausted, I said, 
My dear, I do not request you to speak, but pfess my hand as a 
signal that you are happy,—that you retain your confidence,— 
that you feel that God is love, which she did repeatedly, till she 
fell asleep in Jesus. 

She retained her understanding to the last, and appeared calm 
and composed till she closed her eyes in death, about one o’clock 
in the afternoon of the 22d of December, 1824, and in the 26th 
year of her age. | 

The poetic description of a pious female, of some years past, 
has also been answered in the life and death of Betsy: 


‘In dawn of life she wisely sought her God, 
And the straight path of pious duty trod ; 
Fond to oblige, too gentle to offend, 
Beloved by all, to all the good a friend ; 
The bad she censured by her life alone, 
Blind to their faults, severe upon her own : 
At distance viewed the world with pious dread, 
And to God’s temple for protection fled ; 
There sought that peace which heaven alone can give, 
And learned to die, ere others learn to live.” 


Her remains were conveyed on the 23d inst. to the Methodist 
chapel in this village, attended by a numerous assembly of rela- 
tives and friends, who, with me, mourned the loss of a pious and 
valuable friend. An appropriate discourse was delivered on the 
oceasion by the Rev. John D. Moriarty, from Hebrews vi, 12, 
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Review of Dr. Sprine’s Sermon. 


“That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises.” 

I am your brother, and in affliction, but am persuaded that my 
loss, though very great, bears no adequate proportion to her gain. 


Rev. Buel Goodsell. 


JOHN GoopDSsELL. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 
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REVIEW. 


The Excellence and Influence of the Female Churacter ; a Sermon preached in the Pres- 
byterian church in Murray-street at the request of the New-York Female Missionary 
Seciety by GARDINER SpPRinG, Pastor of the Brick Presbyterian church in said city. 


1825. pp. 32. 


(Concluded from page 229.) 


On the influence which a pious 
female exerts in community, and 
especially which mothers exert 
over their children and domestics, 
the sermon before us makes many 
just remarks, and gives some stri- 
king examples ; other examples, in- 
deed, might have been enumera- 
ted, equally conspicuous and com- 
manding in respect to their good 
and lasting effects» ‘The descend- 
ants of the Rev. Samuet and Su- 
SANNAH WEsLEY, are well known, 
it is hoped, to most of our readers. 
How much they owed, under the 
blessing of God on her godly and 
wisely directed efforts, to the early 
impressions they received from the 
instructions of such a mother, as 
that with which they were blessed, 
who can tell? But all who have 
read the history of that remarka- 
ble family, well know the high es- 
timation in which she was held by 
her children, both male and female, 
and especially by Mr. Joun WeEs- 
LEY, to whose labours in the gos- 
pel the world is so much indebted. 
In contemplating her character, 
one knows not which most to ad- 
mire, the strength of her under- 
standing, the purity of her inten- 
tions, or the assiduity and success 
with which she applied herself for 
the temporal, spiritual, and eter- 
nal interests of her children; and 


while the venerated names of Joun 
and CuarLesWestey shall vibrate 
upon the lips of the truly pious, and 
this will be as long as Christianity 
shall hold a seat in the affections 
of man, it will be remembered that 
they were the sons of Mrs. Su- 
SANNAH WeEsLEY, who taught their 
infant minds to think, to reason, 
to worship “the great God, and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ,” and 
who thus laid the foundation for 
their manly virtues, their Chris- 
tian experience, and their extend- 
ed and lasting usefulness to the 
world. 

Other examples of a far differ- 
ent sort, might also be selected in 
proof of the influence which mo- 
thers have over the minds and 
destinies of their children. Even 
Napoleon asserts that his mother 
laid, by her early instructions, the 
foundation of his military glory 
and high elevation among the na- 
tions of the earth. And Byron, 
the wicked, the libidinous poet, 
who devoted his muse to poison 
the principles and to corrupt the 
morals of his readers, inhaled the 
impure breath which gave life and 
animation to his unhallowed songs, 
from the precepts and examples of 
his mother. 

These facts speak loud in favour 
of the sentiments expressed in the 











following extracts from the ser- 
mon, with which we conclude our 
selections, ardently wishing suc- 
cess to every attempt of this sort 
to instil the principles of Chris- 
tianity into the minds of the fair 
sex, and hoping that the other 
part of our species may, by their 
example of devotedness to the 
cause of Christ, strengthen their 
hands in the “ work of faith and 
labour of love.” 

‘‘ The sentiment has often been ex- 
pressed, that in the whole business of 
forming the character of children the 
mother is the more important parent. 
The education, the government, the 
piety, the usefulness of the rising gene- 
ration, depend chiefly on the mother. 
The earliest impressions are the most 
vivid, strong, and permanent; and 
hence the human character is chiefly 
formed in childhood. 

Napoleon once said to Madame Cam- 
pan, *‘ The old systems of education are 
good for nothing,—what do young wo- 
men stand in need of to be well brought 
up in France ?”—*‘‘ Of MoTHERS,” re- 
plied this intelligent and accomplished 
Jady.* The reply speaks volumes. 
View such a female as we have des- 
cribed surrounded by a numerous off- 
spring of sons and daughters, herself 
possessed of every domestic, intellect- 
ual, and moral accomplishment which 
qualify her to interest and instruct 
them, and to become the object of 
their love and confidence, and the 
centre of attractions to the little world 
that is rising around her. See her 
almost constantly with her children by 
night and by day. Her condescending 
tenderness promotes the habits of un- 
restrained familiarity. Her children 
feel that they have af easier and more 
ready access to her ear and bosom than 
those of their father. To their infant 
minds ‘she imparts her manners, her 
habits, her modes of thinking, her opi- 
nions, her prejudices, her virtues, I 
had almost said her very soul itself.” 
And during their progressive maturity, 
she may form them almost as she plea- 
ses. And even after they have arri- 
ved to years of independence, they 
feel no restraint like the wishes of a 
mother. 


* Biographical notice of Madame Campan, 
prefixed to her memoirs of Marie Antoinette. 
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That tongue of hers, in which is “ the 
law of kindness,” shall ‘ drop as the 
rain, and her speech shall distil as the 
dew, as the small rain upon the tender 
herb, and as the showers upon the 
mown grass.” 

Hence a mother of this combined 
excellence, is apt to exert a more effi- 
cient authority over her children than 
the other parent. The stern govern- 
ment of the father, in such a family, is 
rarely resorted to, because her wisdom 
and gentleness, her wakeful discretion 
and unwasting patience, assume the 
more benignant control. Many a youth 
of rash and impetuous temperament, 
would venture to break the strong 
bonds of paternal discipline, while his 
heart would fail bim in rudely bursting 
the cord that binds him to a mother’s 
bosom. 

And hence it is that the moral and 
religious character of children is so 
deeply indebted to pious mothers. A 
well-informed and pious mother, even 
when left to struggle with this respon- 
sible and arduous duty unaided by the 
intelligence or piety of the father, 
usually accomplishes what no father 
can accomplish, unaided by the intel- 
ligence and piety of the mother. The 
faithful and devout attention of a father 
is not without a powerful influence ; 
and yet how few there are who remem- 
ber a father’s care and anxiety, as the 
means of their conversion, compared 
with those who gratefully recollect the 
unwearied solicitude and prayerfulness 
of a pious mother, 

What a host of worthies who have 
been the instructers of the world, and 
the guardians of its best interests, have 
dwelt with ineffable tenderness on the 
sacred name of Mother! It was the 
tender affection and faithful care of a 
pious mother, that a the pro- 
phet Samuel to be the minister of sal- 
vation to the church in every age. It 
was the piety and instruction of his 
grandmother Lois, and his mother Eu- 
nice, that educated Timothy to be the 
associate of Paul in converting the 
nations. When I learn that the mo- 
ther of Philip Doddridge, ‘‘ before he 
could read, taught him the history ot 
the Old and New Testaments, by the 
assistance of some Dutch tiles in the 
chimney of the room where they usual- 
ly sat;” and when I am told that “the 
instructions which his pious mother 
gave him before he was four years old, 
fastened an impression on the con- 
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seience of the late venerable John 

Newton, which cleaved to him through 

all his subsequent licentiousness, till 

he became an eminent believer and 

preacher of that gospel which he had 

despised ;” I feel the weight of the sen- 

timent, that ‘‘though her station is 

subordinate, yet, in a great measure, a 
mother carries in her heart, and holds 
in her hand, the destinies of the world.” 
I could mention other men and other 
mothers whose benignant influence has 
been felt through a long line of de- 
scendants, and whose usefulness will 
not be revealed till the final restitution 
of all things, The name of mother vi- 
brates on my heart. One!I knew, of 
blessed memory, whose tender affec- 
tion was never weary, and to whose 
sentiments of faith and piety, often 
whispered in the ears of a reluctant 
son, is it to be attributed, more than to 
any other means, that unto him, who is 
the least of all saints, is this grace 
given, that he should preach the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. Whocan 
estimate the value of one devout, de- 
voted mother? Whocan limit the in- 
fluence of woman insuchasphere? I 
pity woman, but I honourher. I know 
the reproach of woman, but still more 
do I know her honours. Next to their 
rejection of the Son of Mary, do I es- 
teem it the deepest reproach of Jewish 
men, that in their daily prayers they 
thank the God of Abraham they were 
not born women! Yes, my friends, it 
is an honour to be bornawoman. Of 
what avail are the authority, and pow- 
er, and laws of nations, compared 
with the silent influence of woman? 
Who is more justly honoured than the 
mother of children who have been the 
benefactors of the world? This influ- 
ence and honour are the blessing of 
roany an humbled and ennobled fe- 
male. What was the high and honest 
exultation of the Roman Cornelia, ex- 
hibiting her Gracchi, compared with 
the gratified faith and piety of many a 
Christian mother, as she points to her 
sons and daughters, and says, These 
are my treasures—these are the chil- 
dren which God has graciously given 
me. 

But there are domestic relations of a 
less important kind, which an accom- 
plished female sustains with distin- 
guished benefit to all around her. As 
a daughter, every member of the family 
with which she is associated acknow- 
ledges the power and purity of her 


character. Her industry, her discre- 
tion, her piety, her dutiful and kind 
demeanour, diffuse a savour which is 
like the dew of Hermon, and as the 
dew that descended upon the moun- 
tains of Zion, where the Lord com- 
manded his blessing. Daughters who 
are thus qualified to fill the stations 
they occupy, are beautifully compared 
by the sacred penman, to “corner 
stones” in a splendid edifice, that are 
‘* polished after the similitude of a pa- 
lace.” Asa sister the influence of such 
a female is scarcely less desfrable. 
The reason why sisters so often exert 
a lamented influence over one another, 
and over their brothers, is, that they 
are not qualified to exert a better. If 
instead of devoting their attention to 
mere external accomplishments, and 
a very limited course of intellectual 
attainments, they would aspire after 
solid improvements and durable vir- 
tues; if instead of being absorbed in 
the love of ornament and admiration, 
they would aim at accomplishments 
that ennoble the mind, dignify the per- 
son, and meliorate the heart; how 
easy would it be for them to give their 
own domestic circle the pre-eminence 
above every other society, and within 
their own happy dwelling, form each 
other’s habits and characters, so as to 
become ornaments and blessings to the 
world. Nor is the more humble con- 
dition of a female servant, who is quali- 
fied to fill her important station, to be 
esteemed of little or no account. To 
what a multitude of families has the 
industry, the intelligence, the faith, 
the piety, the prayers, the example of 
such a woman, even in this retired de- 
partment, proved an invaluable bless- 
ing. Very often, when unknown to 
herself, is she scattering the seeds of 
mercy. Many a parent, and many a 
child, many a giddy daughter and fro- 
ward son, has been kept from perdition 
by the timely efforts of a faithful ser- 
vant. Are there none of you, my 
friends, in the higher walks of human 
society, who have been snatched as 
brands from the burning, by the in- 
strumentality of a godly servant? 
Eternity only can disclose the extent 
of influence which a discreet and pious 
female may exert even in the humblest 
sphere.” 


The concluding address to the 
members and patrons of the socie- 
ty, for whose special benefit the 














sermon was delivered, is so fer- poor, 


vent and animated that we cannot 
deny ourselves the pleasure of 
presenting it to our reiders as our 
concluding extract, praying God 
deeply to impress on the hearts of 
all our female readers, the great 
interest which it is their highest 
interest to feel in the great work 
of evangelizing the world. 


“T address you as a society bound 
and banded together by the love of 
Jesus Christ, and for the most noble 
and sacred of purposes,—that of send- 
ing the gospel to the destitute settlements of 
our extended country. Never did woman 
appear more elevated than in this high 
calling. Well may the speaker con- 
gratulate himself on being the advo- 
cate of female piety on such an occa- 
sion as this. Woman has been little 
else than a prisoner, or a slave, where 
the celestial influence of a pure religion 
has not knocked off her chains. and 
proclaimed emancipation from her ser- 
vitude. And woman, defenceless wo- 
man, needs the influence and support 
of piety. In all her fears and trials, in 
all her disappointment and fatigue, 
how frail, how baseless, the super- 
structure of her hopes, if the Eternal 
God is not her refuge. But with the 
God of Jacob for her help, how does 
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feeble woman triumph over the 
trials of apostasy, and the helplessness 
of her condition, and throw into the 
shades of oblivion, the patience, sub- 
missien, and confidence of the strong- 
er sex. I have often thought that 
piety has been to women what it never 
has been to men. And how has its 
matchless power been evinced, espe- 
cially in the storms of keen adversity ! 
Many a time, while the quivering spi- 
rit of her hardy compeer has been 
shattered by the tempest, and when in 
painful apprehension, I have looked to 
see her frail form sink beneath the 
billows; has her heaven mvigorated 
countenance faced the storm, and her 
buoyant heart been fixed, trusting in 
the Lord. Oh! my young female 
friends, lift your youthful eye up to the 
Father of Lights, and however dark 
and heavy the clouds that may be 
about him. you shall descry some ‘* bow 
of promise” around his throne. Heavy 
clouds and thick darkness may indeed 
be there. The days may be few that 
are crowned with peace and joy. But 
oh! there is every thing to cheer the 
mournful vale. Those indications of 
grace and faithfulness shall never with- 
draw their encircled lustre from the 
throne of God. Jesus Christ hath 
abolished death, and brought life and 
immortality to light, and that light 
shall never fade, that immortality shall 
never die.” 


From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. . 


*“ SIGNS OF CONVERSION AND UNCONVERSION IN MINISTERS OF THE 
CHURCH.” 


Since the revival of evangelical 
truth, by the preaching of the Me- 
thodists, several of the bishops, 
and many hundreds of the clergy, 
and thousands of the members of 
the Church of England, have seen 
the necessity of distinguishing be- 
tween the converted and uncon- 
verted ministers of the church. 
In the diocess ‘of St. David’s a 
society, of which the bishop is the 
president, gave a premium, a few 
years ago, to Mr. S. C. Wilks, a 
young man of St. Edmund Hall, 
Oxford, for an ‘‘ Essay on the 
Signs of Conversion and Uncon- 


version in the Ministers of the 
Church,” which essay was printed 
by the society, and we hope: was 
circulated, not only in Wales, but 
through the whole United King- 
dom, for the instruction of both 
clergy and laity. 

Mr. Wilks, who is now himself 
a minister, anda converted minis- 
ter, we have no doubt, has lately 
published a second edition of his 
Essay, which has just fallen into 
our hands, and which we are de- 
sirous of bringing under the notice 
of our readers. 

The signs of conversion and un- 
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conversion in the ministers of the 
church are clearly marked in this 
essay ; and it is of great import- 
ance that both the ministers and 
congregations of the Church of 
England, and of every denomina- 
tion of Christians, should know 
them, and remember them. 

The terms conversion and un- 
conversion, as Mr. Wilks observes, 
have fallen under a degree of re- 
proach, as well as other terms 
which are connected with the 
fashionable doctrines of Christian- 
ity. In the primitive church, the 
language of Christians, in speak- 
ing on religious subjects, was 
formed from the language of the 
New Testament. Among the mi- 
nisters of the Church of England 
also, both at the Reformation, and 
for many years afterwards, a simi- 
lar practice prevailed: at length, 
however, Scripture language was 
disused, and even studiously avoid- 
ed, and the doctrines with which 
it was connected were neglected 
or disbelieved. It was discovered 
that ethics might be discussed 
without the use of terms peculiar 
to Christianity; and it was not 
difficult to substitute the words 
virtue, reformation, and moral 
consciousness, for sanctification, 
conversion, and conviction of sin. 

It may naturally be asked, What 
are the peculiar doctrines in the 
preaching ofa minister which form 
the test of his conversion? To 
this question we will give the an- 
swer in Mr. Wilks’s words: 

“The most obvious (of those doc- 
trines) is, that man has departed from 
original righteousness, and on account 
of sin is justly obnoxious to the divine 
anger. This fact, and the consequence 
deduced from it, form the hypothesis 
on which the preaching of every con- 
verted minister, and, indeed, the whole 
scheme of Christianity, is founded ; 
and which being denied, Christianity 


and preaching become inappropriate 
and useless. What minister who admits 


the necessity of the atonement; and 
who that admits its necessity, can be 
unconscious of its importance? Or 
who, that allows its importance, can 
fail to make it a prominent topic in his 
parochial addresses ? 

‘‘ In addition to these points, justifi- 
cation, solely and exclusively through 
the merits of Christ, has been always 
considered, among men of piety, as a 
doctrine plainly revealed in Scripture, 
and of essential value in the system of 
human redemption. They have viewed 
it, not as an appendage of corollary, 
much less as an excrescence, but as 
the sum, the substance, the life, the 
spirit, of the whole dispensation. On 
this only, their own hopes of pardon 
and acceptance have been founded, 
and on this only have they exhorted 
others to depend. Having learned 
from revelation the nature of God and 
the extent of the divine requisitions, 
and having at the same time discovered 
the utter incompetency of man, since 
the fall, to secure to himself a place in 
heaven by sinless obedience, they have 
acknowledged that nothing but a re- 
velation of gratuitous mercy could 
relieve our wants, or be worth our 
acceptance. On these accounts, the 
doctrine in question has, in every pure 
church, been considered of supreme 
importance ; and, whatever may be the 
prevailing sentiment of any particular 
age, the gospel and its effects being 
always the same, the piety of that mi- 
nister is undoubtedly suspicious, whose 
preaching is heretical or defective on 
this fundamental subject of justifica- 
tion by the merits of Christ. 

‘‘ Intimately connected with the last 
mentioned topic is that of the Divinity 
of our Saviour, a doctrine which, be- 
yond most others, has been ridiculed 
and impugned ; but which is so expli- 
citly taught in the Sacred Writings, 
and so necessarily implied in the whole 
economy of human salvation, that it 
would be difficult to imagine him a 
converted man who denies its truth, or 
him a faithful minister who forgets its 
importance. The disbelief of this doc- 
trine, virtually implies a disbelief of 
Christianity, (except so far as it is a 
system of ethics,) and must, therefore, 
be the most fatal of mistakes. 

‘“ The Divinity of the Holy Spirit 
will hardly be denied, but by men who 
have read the Scriptures with the ex- 
press design of perverting them ; or 
his agencv, but by those who have 
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previously concluded that it is not ne- 
cessary, and, therefore, is not promis- 
ed. Tales minister of the Church of 
England has so solemnly attested his 
belief on these two subjects, (and, in- 
deed on all those before mentioned,) 
that, even if unconverted, we might 
reasonably expect him to be orthodox. 
In that very service, for example, by 
which he is initiated into the ministry, 
he distinctly acknowledges the Sacred 
Spirit’s influence; and that, not as a 
vague dogma, or a mere article of 
peace, but as a practical truth, and as 
the very bias that incited him to be- 
come a Christian pastor. This spiritual 
agency a picus man will not be content 
to forget with the day of his ordination. 
He will of course assiduously guard it 
against the misconceptions of fanati- 
cism, distinguish it from the more evi- 
dent and miraculous effusions of the 
primitive ages, and teach his hearers 
to hope for it only in the appointed use 
of means and second causes: but he 
will not deny its existence, dispute its 
necessity, explain it away till it be- 
comes useless, or fail to implore it both 
for himself and the people committed 
to his charge. The man who denies 
the influences of the Holy Spirit, can 
of course have no reason for supposing 
that they have been vouchsafed to him- 
self ; and since they are represented in 
Scripture as necessary to implant either 
the desire or the ability to return to 
God, he can in consequence have no 
just evidence of his conversion. He, 
on the contrary, whois really and visi- 
bly bringing forth the fruits of the Spi- 
rit, and showing his faith by his works, 
will with humility acknowledge, that 
whatever is good in him flows from a 
higher source than his own heart, and, 
without the least semblance ot enthu- 
siasm, will consider it as an emanation 
from that Being from whom all holy 
desires, all good counsels, and all just 
works do proceed.”—p. 36-42. 


After having mentioned the 
principal doctrines which the con- 
verted minister preaches, Mr. 
Wilks proceeds to describe the 
practical effects which flow from 
them. A constant theme of the 
discourses of such a man will be 
the necessity of that holiness, 
without which no man shall see 
the Lord. All the essential doc- 
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trines of Christianity will appear 
in the preaching of a converted 
minister, to be of moral and prac- 
tical importance ; while, from the 
preaching of the unconverted mi- 
nister, who is ignorant of the 
evangelical principle of obedience, 
the doctrinal and preceptive parts 
of Scripture will scarcely appear 
to have any connexion. 

The most conspicuous aim of a 
pious minister, says Mr. Wilks, 
and that to which his whole con- 
duct may be reduced, is the salva- 
tion of his own soul, and the souls 
of those that hear him. It is im- 
possible that he who has imbibed 
even the smallest portion of that 
Christian spirit which actuated 
the apostles, confessors, and mar- 
tyrs, can remain an unconcerned 
spectator of the religious wants of 
those whose souls are entrusted to 
his care. His preaching will be 
cordial and affectionate ; his pri- 
vate labours conscientious and un- 
remitted ; and in his whole con- 
duct, he will appear to value his 
bodily strength, and his mental 
attainments, only as they promote 
the cause of the, Redeemer. 

In speaking of the recreations 
of a clergyman, as important tests 
of his character, Mr. Wilks ob- 
serves, that the converted minis- 
ter has neither time nor inclina- 
tion to swell the processions of 
gayety. His spirit not being secu- 
lar, his amusements will not be 
such. There are atmospheres 
which he knows he cannot breathe 
without contamination. Besides, 
he has a definite object of pursuit, 
and is conscious that the souls of 
his people will be required at his 
hand. A man who is thus impress- 
ed, will not devote his mornings 
to the chase, or his evenings to 
the card-table ; he will not feel 
ambitious of being the steward of 
a raceground or the litigious guar- 
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dian of the game laws; he will 
neither appear the foppish and idle 
attendant of female vanity, nor the 
boisterous associate of Bacchana- 
lian carousals. 

Mr. Wilks then considers the 
difference between the converted 
and unconverted minister in vari- 
ous other respects, in which we 
adopt his sentiments although we 
abridge his language. 

Suppose an ignorant, careless 
person to be convinced that he is 
2 sinner before God, and that the 
threatenings denounced against 
the wicked are applicable to him- 
self. If he apply to a minister 
who has himself been convinced of 
sin and has found consolation in 
Christ, the penitent inquirer will 
be directed to look unto him ‘ who 
taketh away the sin of the world.’ 
But the merely nominal minister 
is, in such cases, unavoidably em- 
barrassed ; not being practically 
acquainted with the subject him- 
self, he knows not how to act to- 
wards others ; and, perhaps, even 
views the inquirer as a hypocrite 
or an enthusiast. 

The friends of a pious minister, 
as far as selection depends upcn 
himself, will be Christian. He will 
mix with the world only with a 
view to benefit it, but his solace 
and delight will be with ‘the ex- 
cellent of the earth.’ If it were 
difficult to distinguish an uncon- 
verted minister by other signs, he 
may be detected by his familiar 
and unnecessary intercourse with 
careless and irreligious persons. 


All that will live godly in Christ 


«1 Brand plucked from the Burning. 


Jesus shall suffer persecution. It 
is not possible for the gospel to be 
professed in its unsophisticated 
energy and spirit, without exciti 
the opposition of mankind. The 
sarcastic hint, the retorted sneer, 
and the petty insult, are frequently 
employed against the faithful mi- 
nister of Christ, and he patiently 
sustains all such opposition, while 
the unconverted minister will not 
endure it. The one bears the re- 
proach of the cross of Christ, with 
meekness and charity ; the other 
violently repels it, and thinks 
nothing is of so great importance 
as the friendship and the praise of 
the world. 

We shall conclude our extracts 
from this essay with a paragraph 
which shows that Mr. Wiiks felt 
strongly the great necessity of dis- 
tinguishing between the converted 
and unconverted ministers of the 
church. 


‘“‘ The souls of men are concerned, 
and minor considerations must, there- 
fore, disappear. If those who profess 
to instruct others in the way to heaven, 
be ignorant of it themselves, the conse- 
quences are too awful to be risked for 
the sake of gratifying the false delicacy 
of individuals. It 1s essential to the 
interest of the people at large, and 
also of individual ministers themselves, 
that ‘the precious be separated from 
the vile.’ If the blind lead the blind, 
both must fall. The advantages of se- 
rious examination into the charaeters 
of the clergymen, must, therefore, al- 
ways be far more than commensurate 
with its inconveniences. The unfaith- 
ful may indeed be exposed to disgrace, 
but the pious will, at the same time, be 
rewarded with the honour due to thetr 
fidelity and labours.” 





To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


A BRAND PLUCKED FROM THE BURNING. 


DEAR BRETHREN,—I Copy the following lines from my memorandum book, 
where, some days ago, they were written without any design of giving them 
tn the public. It having since occurred to me that the publication of these 
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might possibly be attéhded with benefit to some person, I submit them to your 
judgment, either to be withheld or published, as you may see proper. 


New-Brunswick, May 30, 1825. 


I rope a few miles into the 
country yesterday to see a friend. 
During this visit we called to see 
a woman living in the neighbour- 
hood, who was under religious ex- 
ercise of mind. She is the wife 
of a drunken, profligate man ; and 
the consequence to herself and 
children is poverty and sorrow. 
In her unmarried days she had 
been very thoughtless and wild. 
But it frequently happens while 
men Carry a gay exterior, and riot 
in the thoughtless, giddy round of 
dissipation and folly, that the Spi- 
rit of God faithfully performs his 
monitory office, and plants the 
thorn of remorse in their sinful 
enjoyments. This poor woman 
at that season, and afterwards, 
was repeatedly visited by the di- 
vine monitor. But his voice she 
drowned in the riots of her folly, 
and the flame which he enkindled 
she obstinately extinguished. This 
dangerous course of life she pur- 
sued for an unwarrantable length 
of time; but to the glory of God’s 
unwearied patience, his long-suf- 
fering was her salvation. 

There are few hearts upon which 
afflictions do not operate with a 
benigfigfluence ; and, when sanc- 
tified by divine grace, their result 
is real and permanent good. Could 
men but learn the lesson of sub- 
mission to that unerring wisdom, 
with which infinite benevolence 
accomplishes his plans; would 
they but learn to contemplate Je- 
hovah as the great governor of the 
universe, which he has made, and 
his providence as extending, in 
some way or manner, to every 
thing ; how often would they see 
that those afflictions, which they 
deplore as an untimely and unne- 

Vou. vitt. July, 1825. 


SAMUEL DouGHTy. 


cessary evil, are but the red of in- 
struction wielded by the pitying 
hand of mercy. 

The subject of this little narra- 
tive was the child of affliction. 
She knew the toils and drudgery 
of despised indigence; she knew 
its pinching wants, its bitter woes. 
Yet hard and unenviable as is such 
a lot, neglect and cruelty may add 
to its horrors. Nor were these 
wanting to multiply her sorrows. 
In the midst of these distresses 
the Holy Spirit redoubled his in- 
fluence, and the adversary his fu- 
rious attacks. On the one hand 
the poverty and afflictions of her 
condition, and the anguish of her 
mind, were strong reasons why 
she should seek the consolations 
of grace; for, if religion yielded 
support, she felt that none needed 
it more than she. But, on the 
other hand, she had lived so long 
in sin, and had so repeatedly, and 
so pertinaciously resisted the stri- 
vings of the Holy Spirit, that she 
knew not how to implore that mer- 
cy which she had so long despised. 
The more she pondered these 
things the more glaring her wick- 
edness appeared, and the more her 
despondency increased. Severe 
and desperate now became the 
conflict of her soul. Hope, that 
sheds its cheering rays on the 
souls of the forlorn, supplying the 
place of vanished enjoyments, fled 
from herbosom. Despair rushed 
into its place, and existence, to her, 
became a thankless burden. She 
now seriously meditated upon sui- 
cide. The grave appeared as a 
place of rest and quiet; and hell 
had not horrors greater than those 
which overwhelmed her soul. 
Eternal misery, she was convin- 
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eed, must be her final portion; 
and, to that misery, the crime of 
self-murder could add but little. 
It would, indeed, be hastening the 
period of her doom, but then it 
would rid her of that intolerable 
anguish which drank up her spirit. 
So fallaciously can the darkened 
mind reason! But still her pur- 

ose was delayed :—for though 
Satan filled her mind with such 
dark reasonings, it is probable she 
was not quite convinced of their 
soundness. For, in despite of all 
sophistry, 

+ The dread of something after death” 
Puzzles the will; 

And makes us rather bear those ills we have, 

Than fly to others that we know not of.” 
Many encouraging passages of 
Scripture were occasionally pre- 
sented to her mind, and gave her 
a momentary relief. But again 
their influence would fail before 
the furious attacks of the enemy 
of souls. For some time her an- 
guish was so great that she would 
scream and roar for very disquiet- 
ude. She now became an object 
of general concern. Even the 
stupid sensibilities of her sottish 
husband were aroused by her dis- 
tresses into a momentary anxiety 
for her fate. But the sympathies 
of a soul like his, that could be but 
faintly elicited only by a scene of 
very extraordinary interest, could 
not be expected to survive the 
moment of their excitement. 

At length, full of the hopes of 
finding in the grave a respite to her 
groanings, she one day bent her 
steps towards the barn, fully re- 
solved on putting an end to her 
miserable existence, by hanging 
herself to, one of the beams or 
rafters. -But though “there are 
many devices in the heart of man, 
yet the counsels of the Lord, they 
shall stand.” She entered the 
“barn, madly bent on death. But, 
oh! the matchless pity—the guar- 
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dian grace of God !—She felt her- 
self powerfully influenced to pray. 
To that influence she yielded, and 
fell upon her knees in a corner of 
the barn, and cried loudly to the 
Throne of Mercy. She arose from 
her supplications with a heart 
somewhat eased, though not deli- 
vered from its burden: to use her 
own language, she “felt much 
better than she did before ;” and 
she expressed a degree of thank- 
fulness that her dreadful purpose 
was diverted, and her soul yet out 
of hell. The remainder of that 
day she spent in a more quiet state 
of mind, and enjoyed a few glim- 
merings of hope. These, how- 
ever, were but momentary rays | 
darting from an opening in the 
dark cloud that was again to 
spread its gloom upon her soul. 
In a few days the enemy, render- 
ed more furious by his defeat, 
again came in like a flood, and 
filled her with despair. She now 
felt herself a miserable, undone 
wretch. And so near did she be- 
lieve she was to hell, that her own 
words were, “‘ am sure I smelled 
the brimstone.” ‘This expression 
will, doubtless, raise a smile even 
on the cheek of seriousness: but 
while it exhibits her untaught sim- 
plicity, it shows the sincerity of 
her heart, and a firm conviction of 
her very imminent danger. 

To the barn again, with unfal- 
tering step, she proceeded, to rid 
herself at once of life and misery. 
A person living on the premises 
happened providentially to be in 
the barn; and, without designing 
it, his presence delayed her pur- 
pose, and saved her, at that time, 
from death. As she returned to 
the house she felt a sudden and 
strong impression to get the Bible 
and read the sixth psalm. She 
was very little acquainted with the 
Bible, though able to read, and, 











in all probability, had never read 
that psalm in her life. She did 
not, however, yield an immediate 
obedience to the dictate, but pur- 
sued her business. The impres- 
sion still continuing, she at length 
took the Bible, and perused the 
psalm referred to. Perhaps in 
the whole volume of inspiration 
there is not a passage more appli- 
cable to her state and feelings than 
that psalm. She read it with no 
ordinary interest.. The unutter- 
able groanings, the consuming 
griefs of the Psalmist, were like 
her own.—In his besetting, har- 
rassing foes—in his strong suppli- 
cations—in his deliverance from 
the grave, where there is no re- 
membrance of God—she saw her 
own case delineated. It was blest 
to her soul. Her horrid purpose 
was forever abandoned. Her se- 
vere temptations were removed, 
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and from that moment, until the 
time of my visit, her hopes had 
been growing. To my mind she 
exhibited clear and satisfactory 
evidence, that with her, ‘‘old 
things had passed away,” and all 
had become new; and that she 
was now, ‘no longer'a stranger 
and foreigner, but a fellow citizen 
of the saints and of the household 
of God.” May the same grace 
which snatched her soul from the 
jaws of the devourer, preserve her 
blameless unto the coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be all 
the praise. 

P. S. Since writing the above a 
friend has informed me, that Mrs. 
is now rejoicing in the Lord, 
being delivered from the guilt and 
condemnation of sin, and triumph- 
ing in the assurance of her accept- . 
ance with God through our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 








ADDRESS TO THE 


WYANDOT CHIEFS. 
Upper Sandusky, Ohio, May 21, 1825. 


Messrs. Bangs §& Emory—The Chiefs request that you will publish the follow- 
ing address in ‘ The Methodist Magazine.” 


Respectfully yours, 


Wo». WaLKER. 


Department of War—Office of Indian Affairs, 24th March, 1825. 


Friends and Brothers-——Your 
talk to your great father the pre- 
sident of the United States of the 
7th of this month, has been recei- 
ved, and read by him. 

Brothers—Your great father 
takes his Wyandot children by the 
hand. He thanks them for their 
greeting of health and peace, and 
offers you in return his best wishes 
for your prosperity and happiness. 

Brothers—Your great father 
is very much pleased to hear of 
your improvement, and especially 
that you are learning to reverence 
the Great Spirit, and to read his 
word, and obey its directions. 
Follow. what that word directs, 
and you will be a happy people. 





Brothers—Your great father 
takes a deep interest, as you do 
yourselves, in the prosperity of 
your children. They will be cer- 
tain to grow up in wisdom, if you 
continue to teach them how to 
serve the Great Spirit, and con- 
duct themselves well in this world. 
In all this the word of the Great 
Spirit should be your guide. You 
must teach them to love peace; 
to love one another ; to be sober: 
you must instruct them how to 
plough the ground, sow the seed, 
and reap the harvest: you must 
teach them how to make imple- 
ments of husbandry, and for all 
the mechanic arts: your young 
women you must teach to spin, 
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and weave, and make your clothes, 
and to manage your household ; 
your young men to labour in the 
shops, and in the fields; and to 
bring home all that you may need 
for the support of your families. 
Add to all this the fear and love 
of the Great Spirit, and obedience 
to his word, and be at peace with 
one another, and you will be a 
happy people. 

Brothers—Your great father is 
glad that you have so good a man 
as the Rev. Mr. Finley among 
you. Listen to his words. Fol- 
low his advice. He will instruct 
you in all these things. 

Brothers—Your great father 
will never use force to drive you 
from your lands. What Gov. Cass 
told you, your great father will 
see shall be made good. The 
strong fence which he promised 
you at the treaty of Fort Meigs 
should be put around your lands 
and never be broken down, never 
shall be, by force or violence. But 
your great father will not com- 
pel you to remain where you are, 
if you think it better, at any time, 
to settle elsewhere. 

Brothers—On this part of your 
talk, your Great Father directs 
me to send you a small book, 
which Mr. Finley will read and 
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explain to you. You will see from 
it what his views are on the sub- 
ject of making the Indians a great 
and happy people. But he will 
never force you into the measure, 
but will leave it to your own dis- 
cretion. As reasonable children, 
he thinks you will see a great deal 
of reason in this small book, and 
that your best interests are con- 
nected with a compliance with 
what it recommends. But be hap- 
py, and fear nothing from your 
great father. He is your friend, 
and will never permit you to be 
driven away from your lands. He 
never will fall on a poor, helpless, 
red child, and kill it because it is 
weak. His heart is not made of 
such cruelty. [fe would rather 

rotect and defend it, and care the 
more for it because of its help- 
lessness. 

Brothers—-Your great father 
greets you as his children, and 
bids me tell you, you will find him 
in all things kind and merciful to 
you. He sends you his best wishes 
for your improvement and happi- 
ness. 

Your friend and brother, 


(Signed) Tu. L. McKenney. 


(I certify the above to be a true copy 
from the original. 


April 16, 1825. Wm. WALKER.) 


J 











DREADFUL HURRICANE. 


The Circleville (Ohio) Olive Branch gives the following extract of a letter to 
the Editor, which details the effects of one of the most terrific hurricanes of 
which we have ever heard. From the character of the writer, (says the 
Editor,) we can say his account may be relied on as correct.—Com. Ad. 


The wind was nearly a mile in 
width ; but its extreme power per- 
haps did not much exceed half a 
mile. Its length is not known. 


We have heard as far as New- 
Philadelphia, which is said to be 
totally destroyed—17 persons kill- 


Granville, Ohio, May 25, 1825. 
ed, and a great many bruised and 
maimed. I do not place implicit 
belief in this, although I fear it is 
but too true. In Burlington, two 
boys only were killed, and not 
many wounded. It would astonish 
you to hear the narrow or rather 















providential escapes. Col. Wright’s 
only son was killed. As the wind 
struck the house, he attempted to 
hold the door, and was driven, in 
consequence of which, to the op- 
posite side of the room, against 
the wall, and his brains dashed 
out. Col. Wright at the same 
time was in his saw-mill, which 
was uninjured: he noticed the 
storm, and observed a large tree 
afloat in the air above the bank, 
and hastened to his house as soon 
as safety would admit. He arrived 
in season to see his son expire. 
His wife was extremely injured, 
and her life was despaired of. 
Hopes are now, however, enter- 
tained of her recovery. Several 
of his children were bruised, but 
none dangerously. He had a large 
new cart, very strong, carried into 
the air, and the axle-tree twisted 
in two, and the wheels dashed to 
pieces on the ground. He hada 
number of cattle in separate pas- 
tures, which were whirled into one 
common heap, and all killed. Mr. 
Clemens was in the woods, and as 
he saw the storm approaching, 
with matchless violence, he sprang 
to a buckeye tree, or sapling, the 
top of which, at the same moment, 
was twisted off and carried away. 
To this he clung, close to the 
ground, and left his body in a ho- 
rizontal position with the earth, 
during the continuance of the 
wind, which was not more than 
two or three minutes. As soon as 
the storm passed by, he found 
himself hedged in on every side ; 
but hastened to his house (a. new 
brick house) with all possible 
speed, which he found in a heap 
of ruins. His family he found in 
his cellar. The first one he saw 
was his wife. ‘ Are you all alive?’ 
exclaimed he, with unutterable 
emotion. ‘Yes,’ saidshe. ‘Is no 
one hurt? ‘Notone.’? ‘Then,’ 
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said he, ‘ I’ve lost nothing.’ But 
when his fright had a little subsi- 
ded, and the storm was over, he 
took a view of his beautiful or- 
chard, and a fine grove of most 
valuable timber, of nearly forty 
acres, such as is hardly to be found 
in the state of Ohio, and saw every 
tree destroyed, he sweat most 
profusely, and the tears trickled 
down his cheeks. 

I told you in my last, that we 
had three messengers from the 
place of desolation in quick suc- 
cession. Before midnight they 
were followed by two others. The 
sun had scarcely arisen, before our 
town was in motion. A load of 
provisions was collected instantly, 
ang three or four hundred people, 
with axes, from every direction, 
on their march. By Saturday 
noon, most of the cabins were re- 
built, or repaired, and the out- 
fences in such repair as to secure 
the fields in general. On the Sun- 
day following, the distressed situ- 
ation of the inhabitants of Bur- 
lington was made known to the 
church and congregation in Gran- 
ville, with notice that a committee 
previously appointed at a church 
meeting, would call on them on 
Monday for provisions and cloth- 
ing and such things as they could 
spare. This committee consisted 
of nine persons. In the course of 
the day they collected three wagon 
loads, and on Tuesday another 
committee, styled the Distributing 
Committee, went on to Burlington, 
and have not returned. 

The storm was so sudden, that 
no one could make any calcula- 
tions for safety, but was left at 
the mercy of Providence. So 
tremendous was the noise, and 
the breaking and falling of the 
largest trees, and so quick at the 
same time, that nothing could be 
heard therefor. Not a single tree 
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of any size is standing. The water 
in the creek for several miles was 
carried away, together with stones 
and old logs, a long time embed- 
ded, leaving the bed of the creek 
entirely dry. The water and mud 
in the roads was carried away in 
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the same manner. Many of the 
cattle, which were not killed, were 
so covered with mud, by being 
rolled over and over, as scarcely 
to be known by their owners. In 
short, I cannot give you an adequate 
description of the awful scene. 
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RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 
—~<s—— 


SIXTH ANNIVERSARY 
Of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


At 7 o0’clock on Wednesday, 27th of 
April, the Rey. Lanan Cr ark, one of 
the vice presidents, took the chair, and 
opened the exercises of the evening by 
singing and prayer. After which the 
annual report was read by the trea- 
surer, the Rev. N. BAnGs. 

On motion of the Rey. Dr. Emoky, 
seconded by the Rev. Danre, DE 
VINNE, it was 

Resolved, That the report be accept- 
ed and printed under the direction of 
the board of managers. The resolu- 
tion was supported by the mover and 
seconder in a very forcible manner, by 
speeches in favour of the great mis- 
slonary cause, and especially in favour 
of extending its influences into the pro- 
vinces of Mexico and South America. 

On motion of the Rev. Joun Sum- 
MERFIELD, who addressed the meeting 
in his usual style of eloquence (though 
through weakness of body he was con- 
strained to speak in a low tone of voice) 
for a considerable time, seconded by 
the Rev. THomas Mason, who added 
a few observations of an encouraging 
character, it was 

Resolved, That this society views with 
pleasure the success of missionary en- 
terprises, especially of this society, and 
particularly among the aborigines of 
our country. 

A numerous and highly attentive 
audience attended, who appeared 
much gratified with the solemn and 
impressive exercises of the evening. 
Though a collection of about $150 
had been taken up in the same place 
on the Wednesday evening previous, 
at the anniversary of the Young Men’s 
Auxiliary Missionary Society, the 
amount taken at the present meeting 
was one hundred and seven dollars and 
ten cents. 


The animating spectacle of a nu- 
merous audience, of both sexes, listen- 
ing with attention and pleasure to the 
details, as well as contributing to the 
support of missionary operations, is 
better felt than expressed; but it is 
certainly cause of gratulation among 
all the friends of Jesus, and may be 
hailed as the dawning of “ that day” 
when He ‘“ whose right it is to reign,” 
shall take to himself ‘*‘ his great pow- 
er,” and reign sole Monarch of the 
universe. 


REPORT. 


ANOTHER anniversary meeting brings 
With it renewed cause of thanksgiving to 
God. The cause of missions is daily gain- 
ing ground ; and while a few yet look on 
with cold indifference, hoping to strength- 
en their prejudice by the want of success 
in this glorious enterprise, others are ral- 
lying around the standard of Immanuel 
with increased ardour, gathering strength 
by their numbers, and taking courage 
from the success of their undertaking. 

The time, indeed, has been, when a 
meeting like the present would have ex- 
cited the surprise of some and the indig- 
nation of others. That time, however, 
has happily passed away. A newera has 
begun to dawn upon the Christian world, 
and while it proclaims the triumph of 
Christian pripciples in “some places, it 
exhibits the moral darkness and destitu- 
tion of others, and therefore calls for 
gratitude and praise for what God has 
already wrought, and for renewed and 
increased exertions to carry the victories 
of the cross into the empire of darkness 
and sin. Although we may on occasions 
like this celebrate the triumph of truth, 
yet this triumph is far from being com- 
plete. While Christianity is gradually 
widening its way and evincing to enlight- 
ened and candid minds its strength and 
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beauty, there yet remain many “ habita- 
tions of cruelty” to be reformed, many 
dark places to be enlightened, and many 
a solitary place to be made glad. But by 
the successful experiment already made, 
a vantage ground is gained. It is no lon- 
ger doubtful whether it be practicable to 
convert and civilize the heathen, nor 
whether the liberality of the Christian 
community be adequate to the calls of 
the destitute. The calls which have been 
made have not been unheeded, neither 
has the application of this liberality been 
without its proper effect. Many have 
heard the ‘‘ joyful sound” from the mouth 
of your missionaries, and are now enroll- 
ed among the saints of God. This is a 
practical result which speaks “long and 
loud,” and demonstrates the happy ten- 
dency of missionary enterprise, even to 
the most incredulous minds. 

With these examples before us, it is no 
longer necessary to apologize for mission- 
ry establishments. They carry their own 
recommendation with them, and in their 
movements answer every objection against 
their utility, and silence. every murmur 
which a cold hearted philosophy might 
mutter against them. Instead, therefore, 
of entering into argument to refute the 
ealumnies of the lukewarm and parsimo- 
nious professors, or to silence the cavils 
of infidelity, we can point to the savage 
man, first converted and then civilized, 
to the reformed profligate, to the “ chur- 
lish man” who has become liberal—in a 
word, to the barren deserts which now 
wave with the lovely fruits of paradise. 
These are facts ‘‘ known and read of all 
men” who are desirous of correct inform- 
ation, speaking a language which cannot 
be misunderstood. 

These cheering reflections are, however, 
somewhat interrupted by the mournful 
thought that no less than three members 
of the board have gone to their eternal 
home since your last anniversary. But 
even in this mournful thought they are 
comforted from the conviction that these 
all died in the Lord, and therefore that 
their “‘ work of faith and labour of love” 
follow them as evidences of their fidelity 
in their Master’s work. The brethren, 
Philip I. Arcularius, aged 78, Paul Hick, 
aged 72, and Thomas Carpenter, aged 
68, have left names behind them that vi- 
brate upon the lips of the pious with sor- 
rowful delight. The living hear of it and 
rejoice. They long went in and out be- 
fore their brethren, exhibiting the bright 
example of constancy and fervency in the 
cause of God, and in their death gave 
evidence of the power and efficacy of di- 
vine grace to qualify the soul to die in 
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peace, and in the full hope of immortal 
life. While the board thus pay a mourn- 
ful tribute of respect to the venerable 
dead, they rejoice in being able to recog- 
nise among the living, ‘‘ young men who 
are strong, who have overcome the wicked 
one,” and who are rising up under the 
influence of the same spirit of faith and 
of a sound mind, to fill the vacated sta- 
tions in the church of God. 

With these preliminary remarks the 
managers proceed to a brief detail of the 
operations of this society in its various 
missionary stations, during the past year. 
They begin with an enumeration of the 
missionary stations, with a short notice 
of their success and present state, as far 
as has come to the knowledge of the board. 


MISSIONARY STATIONS. 


New-York Conference.—Though this 
conference does not comprehend many 
of the new settlements in our common 
country, yet there are many places which 
might be fairly claimed as missionary 
ground, where the people are poor and 
need the renovating power of the gospel 
to save their souls alive. There has been, 
however, but one missionary station with- 
in the limits of this conference this year. 
The west end of Long-Island has been 
continued on the list of missions, though 
it has cost the society only $2 94, and it 
is now prepared to be returned a regular 
circuit, demanding the labour of two 
preachers, who, with the exception of the 
sum above mentioned, have derived their 
support from the people among whom 
they have laboured. Thirty-five members 
have been added to the church, and seve- 
ral new appointments for preaching have 
been obtained which are regularly sup- 
plied. 

New-England Conference.—Many have 
been the privations endured in former 
days by the Methodist. ministry in this 
part of our country. And although much 
has been done in overcoming prejudice, 
and in establishing truth, there remain 
yet many places to be brought under spi- 
ritual culture. Within the bounds of this 
conference, two missionaries, the Rev. 
Messrs. GeorGe Pickerine and JoHNn 
Linpsey, have been appointed this year, 
the former at Newburyport and Glouces- 
ter, and the latter at South Hadley and 
Sunderland. About 100 have been con- 
verted in this mission. 

Canada Conference.—Most of the mis- 
sions within the bounds of this new] 
formed conference have been attended 
with such happy results, in the conversion 
of souls, that they are now included 
among the regular circuits, the people 
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being able and willing to support the mi- 
nistry of the word. But the work, from 
the nature of the country, continually 
filling up with new settlements, must be 

dually extended, in order to supply 
these settlements with the word and or- 
dinances of Christ. To meet these in- 
creasing demands, the Rev. Henry Ryan 
was appointed at the last conference as a 
missionary to Chippewa, Grand River 
Falls, and the new settlements in those 
parts. The mission among the Mohawks 
on the Grand River in Upper Canada con- 
tinues to prosper, the school being well 
attended, and the society among the adult 
Indians is increasing in number and sta- 
bility. One converted chief, who can 
speak both in the Indian and English 
tongue, promises great usefulness as a 
native preacher. 

Ohio Conference.—The managers have 
received a very interesting communica- 
tion from bishop Soule, concerning the 
present prosperous state of the Wyandot 
mission. It is sufficient to state here, that 
the anticipations of the Christian commu- 
nity respecting the good effects of the gos- 
pel among these people have been fully 
realized, and they are presented as the 
“first fruits” of a more abundant harvest 
of souls from among the natives of our 
forests. The converted chiefs of this 
nation continue to edify their brethren by 
their godly example, and to encourage 
their hopes by their prayers and exhorta- 
tions. Their example indeed has ‘ pro- 
voked others to love and good works,” 
and the gracious work is extending among 
some of the neighbouring tribes. 

Kentucky Conference.—Two missiona- 
ries, the Rev. Messrs. Georce C. Licut 
and BENJAMIN OGDEN, are appointed 
within the bounds of this conference ; the 
former a conference missionary, and the 
latter has charge of the Tennessee mis- 
sion. * 

Missouri Conference.—The Rev. JESSE 
Wa .xe_r, of this conference, is a mission- 
ary to the new settlements between the 
Illinois and Mississippi rivers, and to the 
Indians in the vicinity of Fort Clark. 

Tennessee Conference.—There are three 
missionary stations within the bounds of 
this conference, all among the Cherokee 
Indians, called the Upper, Lower, and 
Middle Cherokee missions. t 

Mississippi Conference.—A mission was 
established by this conference at its last 
session, among the Choctaw Indians, 
under the superintendence of the Rev. 

* No information has been received from this 
mission. 

t The board have received no official informa- 
tion from either of these missions. 
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WiLutiAM WINANS. A missionary was 
appointed at the last session of the con- 
ference to New-Orleans, who writes that 
there are about thirty white and sixty 
coloured members in society in that place, 
and that they are now erecting a meeting- 
house for their accommodation. 

From the Pensacola mission the mana- 
gers have received a very encouraging 
account from the Rev. Mr. Cook, the 
missionary, who, it seems, has extended 
his labours to Mobile, and to several des- 
titute neighbourhoods along the Escambe 
rive. He writes that the people gene- 
rally evince a great readiness to hear the 
gospel ; that many give evidence of seri- 
ousness ; and that he has formed a small 
class in Pensacola. It is ardently hoped 
that the work of reformation so happily 
begun in these remote regions of our 
country, is but the commencement of a 
more extended and efficient movement 
towards these southern regions which yet 
lie in the shadow of death. St. Augus- 
tine, to which a missionary was continued 
last year, is now in the list of regular ap- 
pointments attached to the South Caroli- 
na conference. The last information 
tells us that there are about sixty church 
members in this place, and that some 
Spaniards are among the steady and at- 
tentive hearers of the word. 

South Carolina Conference.—Many of 
those heretofore denominated missionary 
stations in the bounds of this conference, 
namely St. Augustine, Yellow river, Gwin- 
neit, and Monroe, are now numbered 
among the regular stations of the confer- 
ence ; sosuccessful have been the labours * 
of the missionaries in these newly formed 
societies in planting the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Others, however, have Been 
added, and some of the old ones retained. 
Asbury, Fayette, Housten, Tallahasse,* 
Early, and Chattahooche, are now occupied 
as missionary ground, and make employ- 
ment for seven missionaries. Of the 
Asbury mission among the Creek Indians, 
the board cannot say much of an encou- 
raging nature. The school, however, 
continues to present hopes of ultimate 
success, while most of the adult Indians 
refuse to hearken to the voice of mercy 
as proclaimed in the gospel. There are, 
however, seven of these members of the 
church, and it is hoped that a patient per- 
severance in well doing will eventually 
overcome every impediment, and succeed 
in establishing the triumphs of evangelical 
truth and holiness, even among these un- 
tractable people. 

These are all the missionary stations 


* This mission is in East Florida. 














which have come to the knowledge of the 
board. And it is certainly no small cause 
of encouragement that so many have been 
struck from the list of missionary stations, 
not as being abandoned to their former 
wretchedness, but as having so well suc- 
ceeded as no longer to need the aid of 
missionary funds for their support. These, 
it is hoped, will soon be able to manifest 
their gratitude for past favours, by con- 
tributing to send the gospel to more des- 
titute places. By this means new acces- 
sions of missionary stations will only 
multiply the means of adding still more, 
until there shall be no lack in all the land 
of our Israel, either of men to cultivate 
the soil, or of produce to yield them an 
ample supply. 


AUXILIARY AND BRANCH SOCIETIES. 


The following are the Auxiliary and 
Branch societies, viz. 

1. The Female Auxiliary Society of 
New-York. 2, Young Men’s do. 3. 
New Rochelle Circuit Auxiliary. 4. 
Croton do. 5. Stamford do. 6. Jamai- 
cado. 7. Courtlandt do. 8. Goshen 
do. 9 Burlington do. 10. Chatham 
do. 11. Brooklyn do. 12. Albany Fe- 
male do. 13. Troy do. 14. New Eng- 
Jand Conference do. 15. Genesee Con- 
ference do. 24 branches. 16. Canada 
do. 17. Ohio do. 18. Tennessee do. 
19. Missouri do. 20. Mississippi do. 
21. South Carolina do. 13branches. 22. 
Virginia do. 9 branches. 23. Baltimore 
do. 14 branches. Total number of Aux- 
iliary and Branch societies, -92.* 

The Philadelphia Conference Mission- 
ary Society, not auxiliary to this, conti- 
nues its operations with energy and acti- 
vity, and appropriates its funds for the 
same benevolent purposes as this. 

It is most sincerely hoped that the ad- 
ditional calls for missionary labour, will 
tend greatly to multiply the number of 
auxiliary and branch societies throughout 
our extended connexion. In addition to 
the stations mow occupied among our 
Indian tribes, and the destitute places 
among the white population, the mana- 
gers hope that the time has nearly arrived 
when it shall be found practicable and 
expedient to extend the hand of Christian 
benevolence to the colony of free coloured 
people now establishing at Cape Messu- 
radoin Africa. This subject attracted the 


* As the managers have received but few re- 
ports from Auxiliary Societies, it is probable the 
above account may be inaccurate. And they 
take this opportunity to request the earliest pos- 
sible information from each of the Auxiliaries, 
that a full view of all matters relating to our 
nussions may be given in the Annual Report. 


Vou. vit. July, 1825. 
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attention of the last general conference, 
and they recommended this place to the 
attention of the superintendents, as pro- 
per missionary ground, with a request 
that whenever the funds of the society 
would justify the measure a mission 
should be sent to that place. Many of 
these colonists are our own people, have 
been members of our church, and there- 
fore have the strongest claims on our 
Christian benevolence, our pastoral care 
and oversight. Spanish America, also, 
as being a part of our continent, has a 
claim on our exertions. Though this 
country has long groaned under civil and 
religious intolerance, the most of it is now 
happily emancipated from the former, and 
it is hoped that the latter will soon give 
way to more enlightened and liberal prin- 
ciples. Whatever impediments may now 
be in the way, it is the indispensible duty 
of the Christian community to labour to 
carry the light of divine truth into these 
dominions of darkness and desolation. 
In presenting this sixth annual report 
to the society, the managers take the 
liberty to call the attention of its friends 
and patrons once more to its original ob- 
jects, as expressed in the first article of 
its constitution—“ To assist the several 
annual conferences to extend their mis- 
sionary labours throughout the United 
States and elsewhere.” The character, 
therefore, of the society, as has been 
heretofore observed, is both domestic and 
foreign, looking with an impartial eye to 
every place where its means will enable it 
to carry the light of evargelical truth. 
The only inquiry to be made is, in order 
to gain the attention of the society, Where 
are the souls who are perishing for lack of 
knowledge? To such places, whether 
among the Indian tribes or the destitute 
population of our own country within our 
states and territories, or in foreign lands, 
so far as the pecuniary means of the so- 
ciety will allow, it is designed to send the 
word of life. Acting under this view of 
the society, the superintendents of the 
church, to whom the selection of the mis- 
sionaries, as well as the field of their la- 
bours, is committed, have been enabled to 
fill up some vacant places, which has re- 
sulted in much good to the souls of the 
people. By yielding only a partial sup- 
port the people may have the stated 
means of grace, until they are competent 
to their own support independently of 
missionary funds. And by prosecuting 


this plan, selecting men adequate to its 
efficient service, without any view to 
their temporary accommodation, the 
general system of itinerancy is becoming 


36 





282 


more and more consolidated, ‘ being com- 
pacted together by that which cvery joint 
supplieth.’ 

But to accomplish this great object, to 
supply the destitute parts of our own 
country, to meet the increasing demands 
among the Indian tribes, as well as to 
carry the glad tidings of saivation to other 
lands, a more general and united effort is 
essential. Auxiliary and branch societies 
should be multiplied, and the missionaries 
themselves should be instructed to make 
collections in every place where they la- 
bour, as well as to solicit donations and 
subscriptions wherever it is practicable. 
A general and simultaneous movement In 
this great work of benevolence would pro- 
duce wonders. Indeed the good which 
has already resulted from the operations 
of this society to our brethren of the 
forest is a sufficient guarantee for the fu- 
ture, demonstrating to every impartial 
mind the powerful tendency of truth, as 
preached by your missionaries, to reform 
the savage heart and to rectify the morals 
and manners of these children of the de- 
sert. And neither have the labours of 
those men of God, employed under the 
sanction of this society in other places, 
been without their correspondent results. 
Many, who otherwise must have remain- 
ed in darkness, have seen a great light— 
the day-star from on high has visited their 
hearts. 

The board would urge the subject with 
increased earnestness on their brethren 
and friends. They consider it, indeed, of 
vital importance to the best interests of 
men, to the extensive spread of pure and 
undefiled religion. While they acknow- 
ledge, with gratitude to the ‘‘ Giver of 
every good and perfect gift,” the exten- 
sive and lasting good which has been 
produced by the general itinerant system, 
they cannot but consider the missionary 
society, which is interwoven into and in- 
separably connected with that system, as 
contributing more than any other one 
thing to its efficiency and permanent sup- 
port. 

A single glance at what is doing by our 
brethren in Europe is enough to make us 
blush for our own supineness, while it 
ought to stimulate us to double our dili- 
gence. With a heavy church establishment 
on their shoulders, for the support of which 
they have to contribute their proportion, 
heavy taxes, besides contributing largely 
to meet their own current expenses at 
home, they have, during the past year, 
paid into the treasury of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society, for the support of 
foreign missions, about $176,000. By 
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this astonishing liberality they are ena- 
bled to send their missionaries into the 
four quarters of the globe, embracing 
many of the islands of the seas. Though 
we may not expect to equal them in this 
respect, yet we certainly may come nearer 
to them than we do. We count more 
church members than they do. And when 
we compare our privileges with theirs, as 
it regards pecuniary burdens, how much 
more favourable is our situation. We 
are burdened (and it is hoped we never 
may be) with no church establishments, 
our civil rates comparatively light, and 
our ministry much less expensive. We 
are blessed with a fertile soil, an industri- 
ous and enterprising population. Under 
these auspicious circumstances what 
should hinder the stream of benevolence 
from swelling into a mighty river? Our 
means are ample, and all at our own 
command. Shall it ever be said that we 
love ourselves better than we love our 
God, our neighbour,—that neighbour who 
is now perishing for the want of that gos- 
pel which we have it in our power to send 
him! No, surely. The call is too impe- 
rious to remain unheard, And the noble 
example which has been set by some is 
too godlike not to have a powerful influ- 
ence upon others to ‘go and do likewise.’ 

Under a conviction that they are enga- 
ged in the cause of God, the board of 
managers look back with thankfulness on 
what has been done, and rejoice to recog- 
nise so many co-workers in this glorious 
cause, while they look forward with high 
expectations to the future, believing that 
He who has begun the good work will not 
suffer it to languish for want of an ener- 
getic support from their brethren and 
friends ; and more especially whe they 
consider that they are but the humble 
managers of an institution sanctioned by 
the general conference, and therefore re- 
cognised by that highest ecclesiastical 
authority of the church as a branch of the 
general system for spreading ‘‘ holiness 
through the land.” Under these impres- 
sions they once more commit the cause in 
which they are engaged into the hands of 
that beneficent Being, who, they humbly 
trust, has aided and directed their opera- 
tions, and to the patronage of that public 
for whose benefit all their efforts have 
been applied. 


Amount of Money received and expended 
this year. 
Paid within the bounds of the N. York 


Conference... . $50 
New England do. sls. Wee ee 
Canada do. (including the Mo- 

hawk mission.) bao ele ie eg ee 














Ohio do. (including the Wy- 

andot mission). ....... 00 00 
Missouri bb ee 8 es 390 00 
Tennessee _ do. (including the Che- 

rokee mission,). . ..... - 350 00 
Mississippi _do. (including the Choc- . 

taw mission.) ....-+ +... 875 00 
Baltimore * hee ile Da Ea te ek ale 150 00 
South Carolinado. (including the Creek 

NN ier l es ty gic pice: 451 86} 


Printing and other incidental expenses, 172 35 





Counterfeit bills . ....... 15 00 
Discount on uncurrent money . .. 700 
4704 213 
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Amount received from Auxiliaries . $3399 024 
Phamethene. ok A «wee Hi 180 00 
Life Subscribers 40 00 
Annual d@& . . ete 2 tes 96 60 
Collections . .... + « « » 292 54 
Intesett che 0 0 ta ee 132 00 
4146 16} 
Paid more than received this year 564 054 








REVIVAL OF RELIGION ON COEYMANS CIRCUIT. 


Dear Brethren,—I am persuaded no- 
thing affords you greater pleasure than 
to hear of the success and spread of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. There is no part 
of your excellent Magazine which af- 
fords me greater pleasure or profit than 
that which is devoted to religious and 
missionary intelligence. I therefore 
send you a short account of the work 
of God in this circuit, which if you 
judge in any degree calculated to ad- 
vance the interest of Zion, you are at 
liberty to insert. G. Lyon. 

Greenville, April 4, 1825. 

Soon after my arrival on this circuit, 
our first quarterly meeting was held in 
the town of Coeymans. I was much 
pleased in seeing so large a number of 
our friends assembled for religious wor- 
ship on Saturday, which to me appear- 
ed an evidence of their zeal and piety. 
In this I was not disappointed; our 
presiding elder preached with a good 
degree of liberty, while the people of 
God were much refreshed and edified 
under the word. 

Sabbath morning at our lovefeast the 
church was filled to overflowing with 
members and those who appeared 
deeply engaged for the salvation of 
their souls. The lovefeast was one of 
the best I ever attended. God was in 
our midst, and that in power. Many 
spoke freely and clearly of the things 
of the Spirit, not only of justification 
by faith, but there were also a number 
of living testimonies of perfect love. My 
heart was melted into tenderness be- 
fore God to an unusual degree; and 
though most of them were entire stran- 
gers to me, yet I very sensibly felt that 
we were all children of our heavenly 
Father, Oh the unutterable charms of 
Christian love ! 

Such were the crowds who attended 





for the public worship of God, that our 
church would by no means contain half 
of thecongregation. Therefore we were 
reduced to the necessity of preaching 
in the grove. The public exercises 
were solemn and moving on the minds 
of most present. 

While the children of God were filled 
with holy joy, sinners stood trembling, 
being conscious of their guilt and dan- 
ger. Some were so powerfully wound- 
ed, that they were unwilling to leave 
the place till He who had wounded 
should heal. Accordingly they were 
taken into the church, and prayer was 
offered up to God in their behalf, till 
several praised the Lord for his par- 
doning love. 

I found the societies generally in 
peace, union, and spiritual prosperity, 
there having been a good work of God 
on this circuit the last year. The doc- 
trine of holiness, or Christian perfec- 
tion, appeared to be understood, and 
many in different parts of the circuit 
had either experienced this blessing, 
or were fully bent in their minds not 
to rest short of it. 

There was a gradual work in most 
of the classes during the summer sea- 
son, a number awakened and convert- 
ed to God. At our second quarterly 
meeting we were informed that the 
work of God had commenced im the 
west part of the town of Catskill, 
among a few individuals who had been 
brought by the Divine Spirit to see and 
feel their danger. Some of them came 
to our quarterly meeting, and very af- 
fectionately invited us to come among 
them, and “ preach the word,” as they 
were wholly destitute of any stated 
ministry. We felt for them; and though 
we had as many appointments as we 
judged the state of our health at that 
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time would admit, yet we could by no 
means turn them away without giving 
them some encouragement. 

I therefore gave them an appoint- 
ment, and attended at the time. When 
going, (it being a very rough road,) it 
put me in some little exercise, whether 
it was duty or not: but when I came 
there, they received me so gladly, that 
soon the difficulties of the way were 
forgotten. I was much surprised to 
meet so large a congregation on a 
week-day evening for religious wor- 
ship. During the service the utmost 
attention was visible, while the deep- 
est solemnity appeared to rest on al- 
most every countenance. After the 
public services were concluded, J in- 
vited those who felt their need of Christ 
to stay and I would talk with them 
about religion. Probably thirty or 
more took their seats again, to whom I 
spoke plainly and freely, and we had a 
melting season together, while many 
stood weeping at the door and win- 
dows. Some having before meeting 
requested that I should form a class 
among them, and that they would wish 
to become members, I read the gene- 
ral rules of our societies, and made 
some general remarks on the order and 
doctrines of our church; after which I 
made the offer to receive those who 
desired to unite with us. Thirteen came 
forward and were admitted that even- 
ing. They immediately set up prayer- 
meetings, and have attended them re- 
gularly. They have ever since been 
greatly favoured by Him who ‘ re- 
ceiveth sinners.’ 

It is a little more than six months 
since the class was first formed. I 
visited them this week, and find that 
we have added to the society since its 
formation eighty-nine members. The 
work is still going on and extending 
into several adjacent neighbourhoods. 
We have had a young man, A. S., who 
commenced preaching among the 
Dutch Reformed, but feeling convin- 
ced in his own mind of the truth and 
excellency of that system which we 
esteem as from God, he joined our 
church the summer past, and has la- 
boured faithfully, zealously and suc- 
cessfully in this reformation. I am 
persuaded that additional labour should 
be bestowed on that part of our work 
where the Spirit of God is moving on 
the hearts of the people. 

There are a few particulars in refer- 
ence to this work which I will briefly 
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notice. It has not been confined to 
any age; parents and children have 
set out together, and are found paying 
their daily devotions to God, both in 
secret and at the family altar. May 
these evidences of reformation and 
piety long continue ! 

Although we cannot boast of many 
mighty, rich, and noble, of the earth, 
yet, we rejoice, that as in the days of 
Christ, so now, “the poor have the 
gospel preached unto them,” and they 
appear willing cheerfully to receive it. 

ruly, [can say, that I nevervisited any 
place where the people more “ gladly 
received the Word,” and where the 
word preached had greater or equal 
effect. I have had my soul much re- 
freshed with them, and my heart en- 
larged. 

It often occurs in most reformations 
with which I have been formerly ac- 
quainted, that some who give evidence 
of converting grace soon become in- 
different to religious duties, which 
paves the way for gross backslidin 
from God. But what has peculiarly 
characterized this work is, that from 
its first commencement they have al- 
most uniformly, publicly and boldly, 
testified what God has done for them. 
Witb much humility and clearness do 
they speak of regenerating influence 
on their hearts, to the astonishment of 
gainsayers, and some of them already 
have experienced the blessing of per- 
fect love. I will not attempt a full 
description, but just say that the work 
eg convincing evidence that it is of 

od. 

We have been somewhat disturbed 
at times with religious controversy. 
At first, when attempts were made to 
instil into the minds of the young con- 
verts the doctrine of eternal decrees, 
&c., they hardly knew how to meet 
their antagonists. But the God, in 
whose service they had enlisted, guard- 
ed their minds against the influence 
of all such insidious attempts, and 
preserved them generally in the sim- 
plicity of truth. We wish to make 
every allowance for human frailties, 
and for the prejudices of an early edu- 
cation; but we cannot but think that 
in some instances, at least, a little un- 
kindness has marked the conduct of 
some professors of religion. I will 
mention one instance: in the town of 
G—lle, we had worshipped in the aca- 
demy for more than six months with- 
out any opposition, and our congrega- 














tions were respectable, and some join- 
ed our society. Without giving us any 
notice of their wishes that we should 
leave the academy, we went one eve- 
ning for meeting to the door and 
found it locked. I am sorry to say 
that this was done by those who pro- 
fess religion; but I will leave it for 
others to judge how much of the spirit 
of the gospel such conduct evinces. 
However, we have found that the pas- 
sage of Scripture often made use of by 
our theological opponents, in some de- 
gree fulfilled: “ For the wrath of man 
shall praise thee.” That gracious God, 
who has said that he “ would avenge 
his own elect,” has peculiarly smiled 
on his afflicted people in this place. 
There is a Mr. A. R——d, who makes 
no public profession of religion, has 
shown himself to be our sincere and 
benevolent friend. He opened a place 
for us to hold our meetings in, and was 
at considerable expense in making it 
comfortable for the winter season, and 
charges us nothing for his trouble. 
Through his aid and influence we were 
prompted to make an attempt to erect 
a church, and, through the divine bless- 
ing on our exertions, are likely to suc- 
ceed. Several others, with him, whose 
names might be mentioned, are justly 
entitled to our warmest acknowledg- 
ments.—May the Lord reward them. 
Our house, in this place, will be finish- 
ed in the course of the ensuing sum- 
mer, as the whole is contracted for. 
It is not difficult to commence church- 
es, hut to have them well finished and 
paid for is important. We have the 
flattering prospect that when ours is 
completed there will be little or no- 
thing behind. We have another build- 
ing in the village of Cairo. Two years 
since there was but one church finish- 
ed, and two others enclosed, on what 
is now called Coeyman’s circuit. We 
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have now five about completed, be- 
sides those which I have mentioned. 

Perhaps it may appear rather a di- 
gression in the eyes of some, in giving 
these particulars respecting our suc- 
cess in meetinghouses ; but, I am per- 
suaded, that it is not the smallest evi- 
dence of the prosperity of religion in 
any place. How many circuits need 
houses for the worship of God, and 
though many of our members are 
wealthy in those circuits, yet they ne- 
glect to build houses for God, while 
much is expended, as I should say, on 
and in their own dwellings, to no good 
purpose. I have been the more par- 
ticular in this part of my statement, if 
by any means I might provoke others 
to go and do likewise. I have lo 
been of the opinion that well-directe 
exertions of this nature, would, by the 
blessing of God, prove a powerful 
auxiliary in the permanent advance- 
ment of our Redeemer’s kingdom. 

I have just to add, that in taking the 
numbers of the several classes this 
year, we have added 170 members in 
the circuit, which will make a nett in- 
crease of 130. The cause of truth is 
advancing and triumphing over error— 
the Spirit from on high is poured forth 
—sinners are coming to Christ—be- 
lievers are quickened and growing in 
grace—the spirit of humble love adorns 
many hearts. Ob, my dear brethren, 
my soul rejoices in God, for what he 
has done and is still doing among us. 
And not only among us; the mighty 
work is spreading in almost every di- 
rection ; the heavenly tidings salute us 
—a free, present, full, and eternal sal- 
vation through Christ, is proclaimed to 
guilty and helpless sinners. Oh, may 
it continue and daily increase, till the 
accomplishment of that prediction shall 
be fully realized, when ‘all shall know 
the Lord.” 





STATE OF RELIGION IN ALBANY. 
Letter from the Rev. Tosias Spicer, to the Editors, dated April 16, 1825. 


Ir may, perhaps, be pleasing to a 
number of your readers to hear from 
this place, devas the medium of our 
Magazine. And as I love to contri- 
bute to the happiness of others, when 
I can at the same time, in any mea- 
sure glorify God, I will drop a few 
lines for insertion, if you think proper. 

_It is well known, that owing to a va- 
riety of causes our society in Albany 





has had to endure many afflictions in 
time past. But it has pleased the great 
Head of the church to smile on us in 
some measure during the present year. 
Considerable attention has been exci- 
ted among us during the winter past. 
The work began by means of a camp- 
meeting held in September last, not a 
great distance from here. This was 
rendered a great blessing to our dear 
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brethren; many were thereby wonder- 
fully stirred up and quickened. Some 
parents who took their unconverted 
children with them to the meeting, 
bad the unspeakable pleasure of seeing 
them earnestly seeking the Lord, and 
bringing them home happy in God. 
Immediately after campmeeting the 
work of the Lord began to prosper 
gloriously. Our prayermeetings were 
unusually attended; they were ani- 
mating and interesting beyond any 
thing that had been seen here for some 
time past. 

We received on probation, during 
the revival, upwards of fifty, principal- 
ly young persons, many of whom ap- 
pear to bid fair to make pillars in the 
church of God; although it may be 
justly feared that some may turn back 
again tofolly. Ifthe number admitted 
here be compared to the effects of 
many revivals in places less populous 
than Albany, it will doubtless appear 
very small. But Albany is most cer- 
tainly a very wicked city, and many 
are very much hardened in sin. Sab- 
bath-breaking, gambling, and drunk- 
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enness, with every other vice you can 
name, prevail to an alarming degree ; 
and fifty brands snatched from the 
burning, is a great deal for Albany. 
There have more than a hundred been 
united to us since I came here. 

Many of our members are earnestly 
seeking a deeper work of grace, and 
many are growing like trees planted 
by the water courses; and itis thought 
that this society, all things considered, 
has not been in a more flourishing state 
for several years than it is at present, 
Brotherly love and union, which have 
been greatly wanting heretofore, are 
rather increasing amongst us. Our 
congregation is generally large, re- 
spectable, and attentive. Our class- 
leaders are thought to be men of piety, 
and appear to feel a deep interest in 
the welfare of the church. And our 
members, with but few exceptions, are 
endeavouring to adorn their profession 
by a well-ordered life. They are gene- 
rally attentive to the means of grace, 
and are able to give a reason for the 
hope that isinthem. It is my earnest 
prayer that they may prusperand grow. 





STATE OF RELIGION 


IN EAST FLORIDA. 


Extract of a letter from the Rey. Josian Evans, to the Editors, dated Tallahasse, 
April 4, 1825. 


A mission was established at this 
place at the last session of the South 
Carolina conference, and the writer of 
the following letter was appointed to 
thechargeofit. Itis certainly matter 
of gratitude that the ‘‘ Lord of the har- 
vest” is opening such wide and exten- 
sive fields for missionary enterprise in 
these newly acquired territories; and 
we sincerely pray that they may be 
cultivated in the Spirit and power of 
the Most High, and be watered with 
the “‘ early and latter rain.” 

‘*« The state of the church,” says Mr. 
Evans, “ exhibits very gloomy appear- 
ances in this district of country at pre- 
sent. Zion, it may truly be sat, is 
here in the wilderness, both literally 
and spiritually. The few professors of 
religion who have emigrated to this 
country, seem to have much declined 
in the divine life, having had all the 
difficulties to encounter which are 
generally incident to moving and es- 
tablishing new settlements ; and find- 
ing themselves destitute of the means 
of grace, it is not surprising to find 
them languishing in spiritual things. 


Such is the sympathies arising from 
the union of soul and body, things tem- 
poral and things spiritual, that the one 
cannot suffer without the other parta- 
king more or less with it; and this 
seems to have been the case in this 
newly settled country. I think, never- 
theless, that we have reason to antici- 
pate good things, even here. Though 
some professors have evidently lost 
ground in religious enjoyment, and, as 
some of the older settlers have told me 
that they have not heard a sermon for 
three years, yet they have not lost 
their relish for the gospel, but seem 
very solicitous to have it introduced 
among them ; and I hope that we shall 
~ be backward in attending to their 
calls. 

‘* This country is certainly destined 
to become very populous in a short 
time. Such are its excellencies that it 
cannot fail to attract the attention of 
many from the older settlements of our 
country. The soil is very fertile, the 
water good, a temperate and salubrious 
climate, navigable streams of water, 
the land producing all the necessaries, 











and even luxuries of life,—all these 
together cannot fail to render this part 
of the world a desirable retreat for 
those who wish to emigrate to new set- 
tlements. Oh that it may be as emi- 
nent for piety and vital religion, as I 
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think it will be productive of the ne- 
cessaries and comforts of this life. Then 
shall the peculiarsmiles of our heavenly 
Faiher rest upon it, and his blessing 
make it to flourish ‘like the rose of 
Sharon.’” 








OBITUARY. 
~~ 


Memoir of the Rev. 


RICHARD SNEATH, the subject of the fol- 
lowing memoir, was .a native of Ireland; he 
emigrated to America in 1774, and soon after 
embraced religion in the spirit and power of the 
gospel. A few years after this he becaine a 
preacher of the Word of life. Having laboured 
seven or eight years as a local preacher, in 1796 
he entered the itinerant connexion of the Me- 
thodist Episcopal Church, in which he continued 
a faithful, acceptable, and useful member, to the 
day of his death, being twenty-eight years. 

The following is a communication written by 
his own hand previous to his death: “ This I 
allow to be sent to the annual conference, by one 
of the preachers after my decease. I was born 
in Ireland the 2d day of September, 1751,—emi- 
grated to America in the year 1774,—was con- 
verted and joined the Methodist society in the 
spring of 1782,—appointed class-leader in the 
spring of 1785,—received license to preach in 
1788,—ordained deacon in 1793,—entered the iti- 
nerant connexion in 1796. The minutes of con- 
ference show the farther process. Ever since I 
became acquainted, and became connected with 
the people called Methodists, they have been my 
people. I love the doctrine and discipline of the 
Methodist church. I leave the world in the full 
belief that its doctrine is the doctrine of the Bi- 
ble, and rest the whole of my soul’s salvatign on 
the merit of the sacrificial offering of God my 
Saviour, and can only say I am a sinner saved 
by grace.—Richard Sneath.” 

Having entered the travelling connexion he 
was appointed to different circuits and stations, 
which may be seen by referring to the general 
minutes of the conference. During which time 
his ministerial labours were acceptable, and in 
many instances highly useful; the Lord owning 
his labours, and adding many seals to his minis- 
try. He was a man of great integrity and de- 
cision of character,—of aclear and strong intel- 
lec\ual capacity,—his mind considerably impro- 
ved and stored with useful knowledge. His 
social, moral, domestic, and civil virtues, were 
highly respectable. Justice, truth, benevo- 
lence, and candour, marked his character, and 
adorned his deportment and intercourse with 
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society, in his various concerns and business of 
life. As a friend, he was constant in his princi- 
ples, profession, and practice: always making 
the doctrine and precepts of the gospel the car- 
dinal rule, both of his faith and practice. As a 
minister of the gospel, he was sound in his doc- 
trine, plain and simple in his administrations ; 
zealous, diligent, and faithful, in his abundant 
labours in the vineyard of his Lord. He was 
literally worn out by continuing his efforts and 
labours to be useful, through much affliction of 
body, even to the close of life. On his return 
home from a tour through certain parts of Penn- 
sylvania, he preached his last sermon in the 
Laure] meetinghouse, Chester county, from these 
words, “ The Master is come and calleth for 
thee.” The text was appropriate to his death, 
which was near, and his readiness to go at his 
Master’s call. On his arrival at home he was 
much fatigued, and moved about but little on 
Friday. On Saturday he was confined to his 
bed, and on Sunday he died in peace. He has 
left behind him many seals to his ministry, those 
who can bear testimony, with great joy, that he 
was the instrument, in the hand of God, of turn- 
ing them from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, and of building them 
up in the faith of the gospel. In the closing 
scene of life, neither a murmur nor complaint 
was heard from his lips. He reclined his wea- 
ry head upon the breast of his Saviour, and 
quietly sunk into his arms, full of years and full 
of God. 

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; 
they rest from their labours, and their works do 
follow them.” 

On Tuesday, October 26th, the funeral was 
attended by a considerable concourse of his 
friends and neighbours, and an appropriate dis- 
course was delivered on the occasion by the 
Rev. Ezekiel Cooper, from 2 Timothy iv, 7, &, 
“T have fought the good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give 
me at that day; and not to me only, but to all 
them that love his appearing.” 





Memoir of THomas Carpenter, Esq., of New-York. 


DIED, in April last, THOMAS CARPEN- 
TER, Esq., in the 68th year of his age. Mr. 
Carpenter was born on Long Island, in the year 
1757. At the age of twenty-five he was made a 
partaker of pardoning mercy, and soon after he 
attached himself to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. At thjs time he was in the coasting 
trade; and it has been observed by those who 
were acquainted with him at this time, that such 
was his reverence for God, that no profane 
swearing was allowed on board of his ship; and 
that such was the confidence reposed in him by 





his men, that they strove to observe his rules, in 
respect to moral conduct, from love and respect 
to him. 

During the revolutionary war, he was among 
those who strove to maintain the civil rights of 
his country, and was ever actuated by a love of 
civil and religious liberty: not of that liberty 
which leads to licentiousness and dissipation, 
but of that which secures to all their unalienable 
rights and privileges. 

From the time he embraced the religion of 
the Lord Jesus till the day of his death, he main- 
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tained the purity and dignity of the Christian 
character, and thus gave evidence to others that 
his heart was right with God. As the leader of 
a class, he was tender, affectionate, and constant 
in his attention to the duties of his station. For 
a number of years he conscientiously discharged 
the duties of a trustee in the church to which he 
belonged. And on all occasions he evinced a 
strong attachment to the cause of Christ, and an 
ardent zeal for the prosperity of that branch of 
the Christian church of which he was a mem- 
ber. 

He was not only elevated to office by the 
suffrages of his brethren in the church, but he 
was elected by his fellow citizens for several 
successive years, an alderman of the city of 
New-York, and also a member of the state 
legislature. It is believed that in these stations 
he never forgot his high obligations as a Chris- 
tian, while he discharged the duties of a states- 
man and civilian. 

The Assistance Society, in New-York, an 
institution designed especially for the relief of 
the sick poor, called him to be its president; 
and he was among the founders of the Methodist 
Charity School, and the projecters of the plan 
for the Sunday School Union of this city. At 
the formation of the American Bible Society he 
was elected a member of the Board of Mana- 
gers; and he continued an active member of 
these institutions to the day of his death. 

By the blessing of an indulgent Providence on 
his labours and industry, he rose to opulence. 
But he experienced the truth of the wise man, 
“ that riches take to themselves wings and fly 
away.” By a course of events beyond his con- 
trol, loss in trade, &c., he was suddenly precipi- 
tated from a state of affluence and prosperity to 
poverty and adversity. But even here the graces 
of the Christian shone out with a peculiar lustre; 
for he “ endured chastisement” with patience, 
“ committing his ways unto the Lord.” 

_ Mr. Carpenter committed the remains of his 
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second wife* (for he has been the husband of 
two) to the earth a few months previously to 
his own dissolution. It was a presentiment of 
her mind, which she frequently expressed to him 
before her death, that he would survive her but 
a short time. Indced, at the time of her death 
he was very low, and was hardly expected to 
recover from his illness. And though he mea- 
surably recovered from that stroke, he moved 
but feebly about for a few weeks, when he was 
seized with a violent cold while visiting his 
brother in the church, Mr. Paul Hick, who was 
then near death, from the effects of which he 
never recovered. He suffered much in his last 
sickness ; but in his sufferings he was made per- — 
fect, and exhibited the patience, resignation, and 
readiness to die, which characterize a true fol- 
lower of Christ, and evince the pre-eminent 
virtues of the matured Christian. He died in 
peace and Christian triumph in the 68th year of 
his age. 

To speak of his infirmities, would be nothing 
more than to detail what is common to the best 
of men; and to attempt a eulogy upon his cha- 
racter would be needless to those who were 
honoured with his acquaintance. His children 
will remember his paternal instructions with 
mournful delight, and, it is hoped, will make his 
virtues an exemplar for their imitation. His 
brethren in the church, while they view his 
vacant seat, will cherish a grateful remembrance 
of the fervency of his devotion, and strive to 
supply his lack of service in the sanctuary of the 
Lord. Nor will his numerous circle of acquaint- 
ance, to whatever community they belong, refuse 
to acknowledge his worth either as a private 
citizen or as the public guardian of their rights 
and privileges ; while every true Christian will 
remember, that whatever of excellence was 
seen in Thomas Carpenter was owing to that 
grace in Christ which brings salvation, and 
which enables a sinner to triumph over the cor- 
ruptions of his own heart. 


* See her Memoir in the January number of this Magazine. 
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For the Methodist Magazine. 


PENITENCE. P 


Oh Thou, from whom so long I’ve strayed, 
That duty’s path with weeds hath grown, 
Wilt Thou receive a heart thou ’st made, 
Now every other friend hath flown? 
I thank their frail affection now, 
And all their cruel guile to me, 
Since it hath made me meekly bow 
In youth my haughty soul to thee. 


And made me feel the blessed force 
Of every word I once could spurn, 
When in my boyhood’s reckless course, 
A mother’s tears have begged me turn 


From beauteous idols, that appeared 
More sweet thap aught I else could see ; 
But ah! when th’ sinner’s Friend I fear’d, 
Those beauteous idols turn’d from me! 


They proved how little we may trust 
The fondest things the world can show, 
Which only charm and cheat us, just 
To lead to thee,—who doth not so. 
No: thou hast told us in that Book, 
Which none but humble minda revere, 
That they, who find themselves forsook, 
Will never find THEE insincere. 





From the South African Journal. 
SONNET: 
Written on a visit to the Moravian Missionary Institution of Enon, or White Water, 
South Africa. 


By heaven directed,—by the world reviled,— 
Amidst the wilderness they sought a home, 
Where beasts of prey and men of murder roam, 

And untamed nature holds her revels wild: 

There on their pious toil their Master smiled, 
And prospered them, unknown or scorned of 

men, 
Till in the satyr’s haunt and dragon’s den, 


A sa and savage hordes grew 
wild. 
So, in the guilty heart, when heavenly grace 
Enters, it ceaseth not till it uproot 
All evil passions from each hidden cell,— 
Planting again an Eden in their place,— 
Which yields to men and angels, pleasant fruit, 
And God himself delighteth there todwell. TT. 





